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GETTING VIP TERMINAL UP AND RUNNING 

Welcome to VIP Library and to telecommunications. 
Let's get you using your new VIP Terminal right now! 

First, load VIP Terminal from your tape or disk. To 
do this, turn on your system, first the monitor and 
disk drive and then the computer. Next take out your 
program tape or disk. If you are using the tape 
version, ready your cassette recorder and place the 
program tape in it. Make sure that it is rewound to 
the beginning of the tape. Be sure that the cable is 
properly connected to the computer and the tape 
recorder. Now, type CLOADM on your computer and 
press 'ENTER'. Next press the PLAY button on your 
tape recorder. 

If you are using the disk version, first make sure 
that your disk drive is on. Next, place the program 
disk in the drive and type LOADM"TERMINAL" on your 
computer and press 'ENTER'. The drive will become 
active and the program will begin to load. 

When loading from either tape or disk, a billboard 
will appear, and then the Master Menu of the Terminal. 
Now take your tape out of the cassette or the disk out 
of the drive and place it away for safe keeping. 

You are almost ready to begin using VIP Terminal. 
But first, if you are using the disk version, be sure 
to backup your VIP Terminal onto another disk using 
the Backup command from BASIC (see your Disk manual). 
This will assure that you will have the original 
should something happen to the one you use all the 
time. Those using tape should know that the it 
contains two copies of the program. If the first one 
fails to load. the second one can be used. 
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THREE EASY STEPS TO COMPUSERVE 

Believe it or not you are on the verge of talking 
with your computer. It is as simple as pressing the 
'1' key, dialing the telephone number of CompuServe, 
and connecting with CompuServe. You're off! 

Let's go through it more slowly. Here we will 
assume that you wish to connect with CompuServe, the 
national information service. We will also assume 
that you have their phone number. You've connected 
your modem, turned it on and switched it to the 
originate position. To get connected with CompuServe 
after loading VIP Terminal, press the '1' key. This 
will put you in the Communicate mode. Your screen 
will go into a hi-res mode which will allow lowercase 
letters with 51 characters per line and 21 lines per 
screen. A cursor is in the upper left-hand corner and 
VIP Terminal is waiting for you to go on line. 

Now it is time to call Compuserve. If you do not 
have a smart modem which will automatically dial 
numbers for you, you will have to manually dial the 
phone. (A hint for Hayes Smartmodem owners - type 
'ATDT' and then the phone number and press 'ENTER'.) 
With an acoustic modem, when you hear a high pitched 
whining sound, place the receiver in you modem. With 
a direct connect modem, dial the number and when you 
hear the high pitched tone, hang up your phone and 
your modem will do the rest. 

You're on! Now all you have to do is maneuver your 
way through the maze of menus and the like. First 
press the 'CLEAR' key and then the 'C' key. This 
sends CompuServe the Control C which they require for 
logging on. Now you will be prompted all the way. 

It's just this easy to log on to all sorts of 
systems, from Bulletin Boards Systems (BBS's) to your 
computer at school. As you can see, VIP Terminal is 
real easy to use! 
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INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES 

Now that you have had some hands-on experience with 
logging on to an information service, you might be 
interested to learn a little about what's going on 
behind the scenes. Although it's really pretty simple 
to get on a system, the more you know about 
telecommunications, the better use you will be able to 
make of the wealth of information that is at your 
fingertips. 

What is a Terminal Program? 

Computers have opened undreamed of vistas for high 
technology information transfer. Your computer gives 
you the ability to communicate with other computers, 
and more importantly, with other people who have 
information to give you, from gossip to programs that 
you can use on your computer. Information services 
offer an astounding variety of data for you to 
consume; bulletin board systems offer you a chance to 
communicate and share ideas with people having similar 
interests. A whole new world is at your fingertips. 
New friends, new vistas, new futures rest in your 
computer. 

These powerful abilities are possible despite the 
fact that the BBS you talk to is based on an IBM 
Personal Computer, or the computer at work is a Univac 
mainframe. All you need is a terminal program to turn 
your computer into a communication tool. So, what is 
a terminal program? 

Well, a terminal program is a communication program. 
The word "terminal" comes from the name for what the 
"end user" used to communicate with large mainframes. 
Mainframes are built like your micro. There's the 
processor, the memory and the device used to talk to 
the processor and use the memory. Since many people 
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