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GETTING VIP CALC UP AND RUNNING 

Welcome to VIP Library and to the world of 
spreadsheets. You now own a very powerful 
calculating and financial planning tool with many 
useful features. With VIP Cale you can do just 
about anything with figures, so let's get started. 

First you should be aware of the design goals of 
VIP Cale. VIP Cale was designed to: 

* Work with any Coco with 32 or 64K. 
* Work with any printer.
* Be compatible with all VIP Library 

programs. 

VIP Cale has the following limitations in use: 

* Hi-res displays, sort, and edit are not 
available in 32K. 

* May not be used with joysticks plugged in. 

Now to get started. First, load VIP Cale from 
your tape or disk. VIP Cale comes in two versions, 
one for those with only 32K, and one for those with 
64K. 

To load the program from tape, turn on your 
system, first your TV and then your computer. Next 
take out your program tape, ready your cassette 
recorder and place the program tape in it, with the 
side up which contains the version which will work 
with your machine. Make sure that it is rewound to 
the beginning of the tape. Also be sure that the 
cable is properly connected to the computer and the 
tape recorder. Now, type CLOADM on your computer 
and press 'ENTER'. Next press the Play button on 
your tape recorder. 
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If you are using the disk version, first make sure 
that your disk drive is on. Next, place the program 
disk in the drive. If you have a 64K system type 
LOADM"CALC" on your computer and press 'ENTER'; if 
you have a 32K system, type LOADM"C32" and press 
'ENTER' The drive will become active and the 
program will begin to load. 

When loading from either tape or disk, a billboard 
will appear, and then the screen of Cale, with a 
blinking cursor after the word Command. Now take 
your tape out of the recorder or the disk out of the 
drive and place it away for safe keeping. 

You are almost ready to begin to learn how to use 
VIP Cale with this tutorial. First, if you are 
using the disk version, be sure to backup your VIP 
Cale onto another disk using the Backup command from 
BASIC. This will assure that you will have the 
original should something happen to the one you use 
all the time. Those using tape should know that the 
it contains two copies of the program. 

Ultra-Fast Data Entry 

With either version, you will usually wish to 
begin entering data right away. VIP Cale is 
initially set to recalculate the entire worksheet 
after each entry. This allows automatic 
determination of results from mathematical entries. 
However, this is time consuming, and becomes 
bothersome when all you want to do is enter data 
quickly into your worksheet. We recommend that you 
instead elect manual recalculation, which allows 
data entry with recalculation only when you want it. 
This is much, much faster. To select manual 
recalculation, press 'CLEAR' 'G' for the Global 
command, then 'R' for the recalculation option, and 
then 'M' for manual. To force a recalculation while 
in the manual recalculation mode, press '!'. 
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ABOUT THIS MANUAL 

Because of the early dominance by Visicalc(tm) in 
the spreadsheet market, the command structure and 
terminology of Visicalc has become a de facto 
standard in the industry. VIP Cale was therefore 
designed with this industry standard in mind, yet 
tailored to the particular constraints of your 
computer and the compatibility requirements of VIP 
Library. Given the Visicalc-established industry 
standards, many good books have been written 
explaining how to use spreadsheets and providing 
sample templates for a variety of home and business 
uses. Since spreadsheets are all essentially based 
on the same notions, the principles and templates 
set out in these works may easily be applied to 
almost all spreadsheet programs. 

This great variety of books has made manual 
writing for spreadsheets much simpler. Since the 
user can easily find these books in the library or 
in bookstores, and since these books are carefully 
written with the novice in mind, there is little 
need for us to reproduce that wealth of information 
here. Moreover, the user can refer to these works 
when problems arise, cutting down on long distance 
calls and anxiety. Several books may be of 
particular interest. For your information a short 
bibliography is provided in Appendix A. This wealth 
of books will help you a lot if you have question. 

In writing this manual, we have assumed that the 
user will have access to such works and will seek 
them out when a question arises. This manual will 
be devoted to a tutorial to introduce the user to 
our particular command structure and the basics of 
spreadsheet construction, and a discussion of how 
each of the commands functions. For actual 
spreadsheet template creation methodology and 
examples we hope the user will refer to the 
outstanding reference works available. 
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