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Editorial

We've heard news back from the
Atlanta Fest, and it scems as though
there was a mixture of excitement and
slight disappointment: excitement for
the new products that inevitably make
their debut at a ‘fest and the slight
disappointment at a smaller than
expected turnout. I'm not really going
to try and commentonthe ‘festas1only
got a few preliminary reports, but a full
“‘festreport willbeinnextmonth’sissue
by Allen Huffman, our official “fest
reporter!

Part of our cost for publication is
split among the advertisers appearing
here each and every month. The cost of
your subscription really does not cover
the cost of duplicating and mailing this
publication out each month, so we
depend our advertisements to help us
along. If you purchase any items from
thedealersinthese pages, plcase mention
that you saw it in UpTime. Your words
will do wonders,

This month brings you two
reviews of products from Radical
Electronics and Federal Hill Software.
Next month we’ll be bringing you the
‘festreportas well assomeotherarticles
of general interest to the CoCo

Communily.

Jondan Tovethoff
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CoCo-Accountant 111
You Always Know Where
Your Money Is

There are thousands of software
packagesavailable forthe CoCo 3. Some
include good games, bad games, good
utilities, bad utilitics, etc. What's my
point? Well, today I have a good
program. No, I have a great program
that just about anyone can use. If you
need w keep better records of your
transactions, CoCo-Accountant 111 is for
you.

CoCo-Accountantl{lisa“Home
and Small Business Accounting”
package designed specifically for the
CoCo 3. CoCo-Accountant Il covers
justabout all (if not all) there is to cover
related 1o personal and small business
accounting. Icould notthink of anything
related to accounting that needed 10 be
added or changed.

Right from the start I was
impressed with CoCo-Accountant 11,
The owners manual was a colorful,
professional-looking book. It was
packed with 43 pages of clear, easy to
read and understand instructions. The

i text was smaller than normal, but the

clarity of the text was so great that
reading it was not a problem. So, there
is a great deal more information on the
43 pages than if the text was average or
large.

On the first two pages was a
numbered table of contents. T like it
when the pages are numbered because
items are faster and casier to find when
you know exactly what page a certain
topic is on. Not only were the topics
numbered, they were arranged ina neat
and logical manner.

From reading the manual, I could
see that Federal Hill Software has taken
the time to listen 1o its customers and
incorporate user suggestions into the
program. That is what makes this
program stand out: it contains what the
people want.

The manual was also greatin that
it contained friendly, non-technical
language. There were alotof new terms
and processes that I needed to know to
cffectively use CoCo-Accountant Il
But Federal Hill Software took care of
that. Everything wascarcfully explained
to me with definitions and where
necessary,examples. CoCo-Accountant
HIT is menu oriented. Every option in
every menu was explained to me. That
made choosing an option cffortless and
most of all, safe. I never had to worry

Bringing you information for your favorite computer systems
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about choosing the wrong option
because I knew exactly what they all
did.

The manual was also humorous.

| Theauthorwas very effective inkéeping

my attention. Afterall, there was alot of
reading. The author was explaining in
the manual how 0 prepare a working
disk and keep the original in asafe place
in case my copy “should crash, or get
eaten by the dog, or trampled by the

. kids.” This is the type of stuff that

happens every day. You get the feeling
that the author knows you and is talking
only Lo you.

Enough about the manual. Lets
look at the program. You start CoCo-
Accountant I1l by typing RUN”CA3”
and hitting ENTER. Ina few moments,
you arc presented with the main menu.
There you get information such as the
current file being worked on and how
much space remains on your disk. You
are also presented with options that
allow you to open/creatc filcs, add/
correctentries, gel reports, maintain the
checkbook, and quit the program. There

I managed to get thirty or so. When it
comes to finally entcring the specifics
ofany transactions, the dataentry screens
are very neat, as is the display of the
data.

Because CoCo-Accountant Hl is
arccent version, old users may wonder
if they can still use their data from
previous versions. In one word, yes.
CoCo-Accountant 1l includes a
program that will updatc thedatafilesto
the current version. This T bet will come
as a sigh of rclief to some users.

When you get into the reports
menu, you have the options to view
ready-madc reports such as yearly or
monthly by account, but you may want
more specific reports. That is where a
good feature of the program comes in, If
you enterthe criteria forareport, CoCo-
Accountant [l will find partial matches
for you. In that way, you do not have to
go through the trouble of typing all of
the details of the criteria. In addition,
you can have all the reports go to the
printer or the screen,

With frequent use of CoCo-
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Accountant 1] thedatafilemaybecome corrupted. SoFederal
Hill Softwarehasincluded a program that will fix the structure
of your data file to prevent crashes. This is a very good idea.
Personally though, I would rather that the computer did this
automatically before damage is done.

Otherthan the possibility of a crash, Icould not find any
problem with the program. CoCo-Accountant I always uscs
a 40-column screen except when it comes 10 come reports.
Then, the computer will use an 80-column screenif available.
Federal Hill Software and I recommend that you give 80-
columns a try. It makes viewing dataalotneater and easier to
understand. When you look at your monitor, you will notice
that the program is 100% text. There are no graphics. Nor is
there a need for them. There are no fancy pull-down menus.
Thenagain,theyarenotneeded. CoCo-Accountantlilissimple
and to the point. You can’t ask for more.

CoCo-Accountant 11 is awonderful software package
and is very practical for most users. I would recommend that
you check Federal Hill Software out for your home and
business accounting needs. It sure makes tax time a lot casier
when you want to know what happened to yourmongy. [ give
CoCo-Accountant IIT a grade of 90%. Requires CoCo 3.

Feneral Hill Softiware (no address given).

-Sheldon Parnsana
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Color Schematic
Designer v3.0
A Powerful Design Tool

Many of the people in the CoCo
Community know little about
electronics. So for most people, a
schematic designer is not on their
Christmas wishlist. But forthosc of us
who are into electronics, this is
probably the product you've been
waiting for,

Color Schematic Designer is a
veryeffective schematic drawing tool.
The program is started by typing
RUN”BOOT and pressing ENTER.
After a few moments, a blank
workspace and grid appear on the
monitor withamenu atthe top. Within
a few minutes Thad my first schematic
drawn up. If, however, I did not read
the instruction manual twice
previously, Idon’t think I would have

managed it.

Color Schematic Designer is a
powerful program and will help you
make professional looking schematics.
But you need to rcad the manual first
soasnottoaccidentally erase acouple
of hour’s work. The manual is 21 full
size (8.5”X11”) pages long. It is well
written, but you will need a little
knowledge of some electronic terms
to fully understand the instructions.
The second page includes a wcll laid
out table of contents.

One of the features I really liked
was that you could cxit the program
and re-enter without losing data. For
example, suppose you want to save a
schematic but don’t know if you have
cnough disk space. All youhave to do
isexitthe program and use yourrcgular
DECB commands to find out. You
can even format a disk if you need to.
All you have to do is run the boot |
program and tcll the computer you |
want o keep your old data.

0t .

I also liked the fact that Color
Schematic Designer is an improved
version with more features and user
support. I liked it when the author
said, “Found a bug?? Let us know so
we can squash it.”

Included with Color Schematic
Designerare 43 symbolsin the symbol
set. It is good to know that you can
modify cach symbol with the Color
Basic DRAW syntax or, if nced be,
add or erase symbols up to the
maximum of 64. This allows for a
customized symbol set.

Another handy feature is the
redraw command. Sometimes with a
lotof moving and deleting, yourscreen
gets a little messy. Press a couple of
buttons and bang, picture perfect.

One thing that really got my
attention was the mouse driver. As I
understood it, the mousc driver
replaced the cassette driver already
builtin the computer- interesting. Fine
by me aslong as I (and you) remember

New Lower Prices/!

from ColorSystems

Quality O5-9 Scftware for the Color Computer 3 and the MM/1 from IMS

Variations
of Solitaire

Includes FIVE Variations, Pyramid,
Klondike, Spider, Poker and
Canfield. Complete documentation
shows how to create your own
games boot disk using the special
menu program which is included.

CoCo3 Version $29.95

ColorSysitems
P. O. Box 540

(919) 675-1706

NEW?

Using AWK With OS-—9
A description of the AWK

Castle Hayne, NC 28429 Programming Language with

an emphasis on GNU AWK for
0SK. Includes the latest
version of GNU AWK.

OSK Only! Just $19.95

We accept Personal Checks or Money

Orders drawn from US Banks or
International Postal Money Orders.
NC residents please add 6% Sales Tax.
Call or write for a FREE catalog!

MM/T Version $39.95

WPShel

A Word Processing Oriented
Point and Click Shell for all
your word processing needs.
Requires WindInt from your
Multi-Vue Disk. Does not
include Editor, Formatter or
Spelling Checker.

Please add $3 per item for
shipping outside of the
Continental United States.

All
at

CoCo3 Programs require
least 256K of memory.

0S-9 Game Pack

Inciudes FIVE complete games, Othello,
Yahtzee, Minefield, KnightsBridge

and Battleship. Includes special menu
program and step by step instructions

. on creating your own games boot disk
Coming SOON! Indexed Files

nlv! z for 05-9 Level 2, 08S-9/68000
CoCo3 Only! $20.00 and 0S-89001

CoCo3 Versian $29.95
MM/T Version $39.95
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not to try cassette I/O until we rcstart
the computer o put the casselte driver
back tonormal. As formouse control,
there were two user-defined variables
that controlled mouse sensitivity. I
found that by changing the two
variables, anyone can get the response
they want.

The manual also gave good
examples and made good
recommendations on what print mode
you should use, depending on your
printer type. Folks, this baby supports
laser printers. So if you are really
serious about professional schematics,
Color Schematic Designer is not
limited to only dot matrix printers.

No program is perfect. As with
most other programs I review, I did
find some problems. When you are
about to place a symbol on the
schematic, you move it around with
your mouse and have the option of
rotating it. That is a good feature.
However, you are limited to 90°

rotations only. I would rather see
smaller rotational steps like 15°.
Perhaps only a small problem, but it
does limit your design possibilities.
You can put text anywhere in
your workspace. Thisis another lovely
feature of the program. You even get
to choose from a list of fonts. But I
constantly kept forgetting that the “@"”
was used as the backspacc key.
Remember, it is the little things that
make a great program great.
Another little thing that T was
not fussy about was how to select
display screen colors. You have to
modify line 100 in the boot program to
fit your display screen. For example:

100
100
100
100

DATA RGB
DATA NTSC
DATA INV
DATA MONOC

Picky picky. Ok, so the
problemsImentioned may notbe very

significant. But I feel it is my duty to
tell you about any problems I do see.
Little quirks aside, I would strongly
recommend Color Schematic
Designer to anyone who designs
schematics professionally or as a
hobby. The program is effective and
with an hour or so of practice, easy to
usc. I want to say that Radical
Electronics did a very good job with
this product. I really hope I get a
chance to check out their other
products. I give the program a grade
of 75%. Requires CoCo 3. Radical
Electronics, Inc., P.O. Box 1350,

Saskatoon, SK, S7K 3N9, Canada.

-Sheldon Pansons

3801; brown: bark -drive
i 27410

g reen_sbvrof THE WHO
- i u.s.a. Doubls Disk Set . . $1295
LED ZIPPELIN - Voluma 1 ...........ccccocviimmiimniinsniinsncsoncens § 9.95
BLOOD SWEAT & TEARS - VOIUME 1 ...oeoeern $9.95
STEELY DAN - VOIUME 1 .o mreeecsersrsmns § 896
ROCK YOUR SYNTH - VOIUMB 1 .ccevvrrsrererrecren $ 9.5
ROCK YOUR SYNTH = VOIUME 2 ....oovrororn $9.95

UltiMusic® Library

Kala Software’s UltisMfursic® Library is a coliection of
Classis Rock, Soft Rock, New Age & Jazz arrangements,

TRANSCRIBED SCORES:
The following scores are complete ‘Of the Aecony arrangements,
Every sound has been caputred to the best of our ability and
arranged in such a way that best duplicates the original score,

THE BEATLES - Volume 1 ....
THE BEATLES - Volume 2 ..o

THE BEATLES - Volume 3 ...
THE BEATLES - Volume 4 ...

BILLY JOEL - Volume 1 ........ .
BILLY JOEL - Volume 2 ..ot v

PIANO SCORES:
The following scores were arranged for 3 or 4 Channel MIDI
keyboards. All arrangements were scored in the standard 2 or 3
stave format. However, each disk is LOADED with GREAT sourds.

\ THE BEATLES - VOIUME 1 ...c....ooer i e $ 12,95
i C] Q D orders add an THE BEATLES - Volume 2 ... ..$1295
i URROCK - Volume 1 ........ " §1295
((#/ladditional $3.00 UK ROCK-VOUME 2 oo 12,85
SERIAL TO MIDI CABLE voovereeeee e $19.95

$9.95
$9.95
$9.95
«..$9.95

...$8.95
§ 9.95

Ut /usElIT

The Uttimale MIDI Music Notation Edijtor for the
ColorComputer~3

$54.95

UltiMusE-Hil and UitiMusE/K are the most
complete MIDI Music Notation Editor for
eitherthe 512k ColorComputer~3 orthe new
OSK machines. Compose detailed music
scores to simple piano runs or just mouse in
your favoriate sheet music score. The
UItiMusE system is perfect for the novist
music lover to the professional musician.

——— [t just doesn't get any better than this!

°149.95

Thae Ultimate MIDI Music Notation Editorfor the
MM/1 and OSK machines

Ult
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CoCo Products

1CON 8.A51C09

Program :n Basic)? with .cons”
H1 & LO RES JOYSTICX ADAPTER

High or Low resclution at “he flip af a switch!
DUAL H1 RES JCUSTICKX ADAPTER
High (RS or Catorwars) ar Law resetution!

HAWKSoft KEYNOARD CABLE

5 foot xeyboard extension zsplel

MYDos

The commands Tandy left out. Supparts RS Spasch Pakl

MM/1 PRODUCTS
1CON B.AS1C/GB000
Program Microwarz tasic '7ilh icons
SOUND wr (.2

Recard, Play, mnd Icit taund files theu the 20und port!

MM/l SOUND CABLE
Connects saund port ta sterep mquipment.

KLocx

Cantinous on scr=en digital clock display!

Please note our new address:

244 §. RANDALL ROAD SULTE #72
ELGUN, 1LL 68123
(708) 742-3084 gues and ends

US % CON S&H always ncluded. Terms MQ, theck, or COD in US funds

HAWKSoft

$20.00
527.00
$40.08
325.00

$15.00

$25.00

$20.00
§10.00

$10.00

Req: |

HCR 7

INTRODUCING

#GS01 —Pensave Graphic System

Pen and Paint 3-Doodle program
Pensave-Pixel drawing System
Coco Colorbook-Paint and Edit

Plus Five Graphic Files

$4.95 Ppd. Check or Money QOrder
MO Residents Add 23¢ Sales Tax
Southern Missouri Softworks

Doniphan, MO 63935
(314) 255-3722

Disk Includes:

28k Coco Il & Disk Drive

Box 218

Have you ever wondered how nice it would
be if you could lift an object on your
screen aut of it's surroundings by Jjust
pointing at it and clicking your mouse
button? Or resize the working area on
your screen that way? Now you can do
that and a lot more with leval II grghics.

But things don't stop there. You
can save your objects in disk files,
print them as clipart or paste them into
another screem, even if this screen is
adifferent type then the original. Clipboard
functions also include stamp and reshape.
Yot can even have multipie boards open
simsiltaneously as long as you can find
the memory for thenm.

To get a review copy of level II graphics
send 35¢(+33 S/H) . This aaount will be credited
when you purchase the complete package.
New products:

RScopy/QScopy - transfer files from 059 disks
to RIS disks and vice versa WITHOUT loading
special device drivers. To get this pair
of programs send $10(+83 S/H).

Caing in Octaber: CoCoTop - a desktop program
for 059 level 2. 50+ file- and system management
functing in a point and click environment.

Another part of lawel 11 grephics
is the cawasprogram. Here you can make
your own artworks with all the tools
you would expect: brushes, spraycans,
drastools, etc. The program also includes
zoom, palette and animation functions.
Cn top of that you have the entire screen
as working area. File tormat is standard
VEF and includes optionai data compression.

Other programs included in the package
are a slideshow prograa, printer drivers
for black white printouts and for color
printouts that shouid work with most
printers. You will also find a font editor
and a pattern editor to make your own
fill patterns.

Also available:
TOOLS 3 wversion 1.1 $29.935
Quickletter version 2.0 $19.95
Accounting level 2 $34.95
Investing level 2 $29.95
upgrades $5.00

%

There is still more: programs showing
fractals from the julia and mandelbrot
sets. A program that shows you how to
simulate plant growth on your computer.
Graphics subroutines you can use with
your own programg and source code that
you can use as an exasple.

There is also an ingtallation routine
to take care of the hard parts of getting
things to run reliably. All of thisdoesn’t
fit on a single disk so you will get
2: ane SS and one DS.

System requiresents are 5i2K and
0S9. A hires adapter and ramdisk are
recomsended. Package includes 40 page
manual for

only 8 34.95

C. Dekker
RR #4 Centreville NB
E0J 1HO Canada

(506) 276-4841

shippingthandling: US/Canads $3.00 ali ethers $5.00

Prices in US dollars Send cheque or money order

N 00D'S
ﬁ
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aceepted ULS. COD'Ss add $3.75. Min. shipping $4.00 US. $5 00
P.O.Box 733 Maple Valley, WA 98038

to Canada. Please allow 2 weeks for delivery. Overnight or 2nd-
ORDERDESK & TEGHNICAL ASSISTANCE

(206) 432-1814
ji? e ROCKET CPU (0K kit + 05-9/68K) $195
i ROCKET-2MB (2Meg kit + 059/68K) $295
....Color Computer Replacement CPU =**" Need More Power? Ride The Rocker!

day available for in-stock items. Software upgrades 8500 cach
wireceipt, inchuding 11.S shipping.. Call 7 write lor free catalog!

Imagine turning your CoC'o 3 into a blazing fast 68000 computer with OS-%/68K. without giving up your existing floppy disk
drives and other peripherals. That's what you can do with The Rocket {rom Burke & Burke. But there’s a catch...

The Rocket plugs into your Col'o’s 6809 microprovessor socket. replacing the old 2 Mz 8-byl processor with a 14 MLz 16-bit
68306, Up to 8 megabytes of on-board 16-bit memory, a 32K boot ROM. built-in 6309 emulation soltware. O8-9/68K. and 4
windowing system you'll recognize from 08-9 Level 2. make The Rocket a powerful answer to the quest for the CoCo 4 1 that
isn’t enough. the lip of o switch enables The Rocket's on board 6809 or 6309 CPUT for true CoCo 3 compatibility

What's the cateh? To build The Rocket cost effectively, we need at least 100 arders (at this writing, we'se received the vt
twenty). We also have to leave out the OS-9/68K C compiler. BASIC-09. and u few other frills,

If you're interested in The Rockel. please place an advance order fur either the ROCKET-CPU or the ROCKET-2ZMB before July
30, 1993 for shipment 10/93. As always, no check will be casbied or card charged until we actually ship The Rocket o you 11 we

don’t get enough interest. we'll cancel the project and return your check. Call or wiite for more mformation.

CoCo-XT Hard Disk Interfaces

Hundreds ol Color Computer enthusiasts m the S, Canada. Europe. South America, and
Australia Jove oor affordable high-performance bard disk interfaces! Look at these features:
NOHALT » 1 or 2 hard drives = 30% faster than SAS| « Uses PC-type hard disk drives & MFM/RLL controllers » & Meg

to 120 Meg per drive » Does not use interrupts « Mult-PAK recommended » Works with 12 Volt Y-cables ¢ Includes
EZGen boot file editor for easy installation

MasterCard

Fach interface ncludes a user manual and software (o1 use with HYPER-I/O or O8-9, The ColCo X1 hard disk inter face is
SOUYS, The CoCo XT-RTC model. S99 95, adds a battery-powered real tme clock / calendar for OS9 and BASIC,

Native Mode for $34.95!

Burke & Burke's 53495 PowerBoost kil replaces your CoC'os 6809 with a high performance Hitachi HDOIBOYE microprocessar.

Powerlioost comes with our exclusive “tuneup” program. which uses the HDA3ROUE's advanced instructions to speed up many

i

P e

089 operations by an average of 0% . Power Boost now includes software to ran the 638091 micioprocessor i Native Mode for o
10% average speed merease over previous vetsions. Our implementation of Natve Mode updates only the REL. BOOT. OSOPL
OS9P2, and CCIDISK modules: other modules require no modificaton.

PORERBOOS FUNCLUDES HDOSBOIE MICROPROCESSOR) $3:4.95. POWERBOOST (SOFTWARLE ONLY) $24 95

XT-ROM - allows (8-9 startup from CoCo XT hard disk $19.95 2nd Edition of
THEXDER-O89 (requires THEXDER cartridge) $29.95 "The 6309 Book'', $29.95
PERTASCII - OS-9 Multi-User & BBS word game $19.95 Learn about new 6309 mnstiuctions and
ON9 World Class Chess (requires CYRUS cartridge) $29.95 address modes Includes O8 € assembler.
File System Repack - O8-9 graphical disk defragmenter $29.95 disassembler. and debug patches

File Recovery System - Helps recover damaged O8-9 disks $24.95

EZGEN - Fast 089 hoot file editor (uses RAMDisk work files)  $19.95 | SCSI-512 Drivers, $29.95
WILD & MV - OS-9 wildcard and file moving utilities $19.95 Use SCSI hard drives with ST2-byte seetor.
Z.CLOCK - Continuous date / time on Level 2 08-9 windows $9.95 For DISTO 4-in-1 and TTDISK. OS-9 only.
RSB - Complete CoCo BASIC, for 08-9 (requires DEECB ROM) $39.95

O8S-9as a trademark of Microware Svstents Corp. wnd Motarola MC68B02LE 2MHz uP $14.95
Daggorpatch for RS-DOS (requires DAGGORATH cartridge) $9.95 HD63BOYE 2MH 2 uP $19.95

HYPER-1/O - Use 720K floppy disks, hard disk from BASJC $24.95 27128 LPROM (Blank) $9-95J




Letters

No scenario 1 painted ever

included Tandy backmg out of the A

customer loyalty mix?

Henry Harwell, Phoeni 5:

(d; 1 receissd o
Comments about Tandy"s 4

the MS DOS clone world. Beygmd
the 386 model line, hardwaie::}.
tolerances become much more
important than before. High clock
speeds require higher quality

COMPONEnNtSs along with

UpTime
JWT Enterprises
5755 Lockwood Blvd,
Youngstown, OH 44512

Address correction requested

engineering designs that did not
need to be considered. Along with
all of these. reqmremenzs comes
much mare : R&D

existent amount of R&D thar was
required to build the lower-class
machines. Now this is not to say
that Tandy is a small company, but
heir main production unit is not
mputers. Selling their line will
bably bring them more income
n selling and servicing the
chines in the future.]

b=

“Fortunately, there hasn't been any
permanent damage done, butiI'm
going to take you off computers for
awhila.”

| colorSystems . . . . . .

| Mid lowa & Country Cb .

Adverﬁser‘s Index
Burke &Burke ... ...
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0S-9 Underground . . .
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