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Protecting THE RAINBOW 
Editor: 

I enjoy THE RAINBOW very much, and 
you have my continued supp01t. However, 
I do have a problem. I like the new binding 
because I can fold the magazine to enter 
listings, but my copy gets ripped before it 
even gets to my home. The magazine used 
to come in a plastic bag. Could you start 
doing this again? 

Scott Lukens 
Osceola Mills, Pennsylvania 

Editor: 
When the �A�u�g�u�s�~� 1990 issue came, there 

was no plastic bag around it and my copy 
was mutilated. I was very disturbed that 
you no longer protect our magazines from 
the abuse they get in the postal system. I 
like to keep all my RAINBOWS for refer­
ence, and all of them are in good condition 
- except the last one. 

Robert F. Long 
Walkersville, Maryland 

After receiving many similar requests, 
we have decided to return to the plastic 
polybags you used to.find protecting your 
monthly copies of THE RAINBOW. Its an 
investment worth preserving. 

Barden to the Rescue 
Editor: 

I received my August 1990 issue of THE 
RAINBOW today, and I'm finding it very 
interesting-there is more info1mation on 
how to use my CoCo, as well as new 
products for it. My primary interests are in 
how to use the computer as a tool. I am an 
"operator" rather than a programmer. 

If THE RAINBOW had come just two days 
later, I would have purchased an MS-DOS 
system. But I changed my mind after read­
ing "Barden's Buffer" (Page 60). It was a 
difficult decision, but the CoCo has served 
me well. In fact, using TX-80, a word proc­
essor by Fred Kolesar, I have found many 
uses for my CoCo. 

A.I. Clyder 
St. James City, Florida 

Why Upgrade to the 68K? 
Editor: 

In recent issues, I have seen several ads 
for the so-called "CoCo 4." From what I 
can tell, it is just a CoCo 3 that can be 
upgraded to use the 68000 microprocessor. 

I see no point in upgrading to a 68000. After 
all, what do we end users need with a more 
powerful microprocessor and OSK? 

We have what we need in a computer. If 
anything, a new machine should be a port­
able version of the CoCo 3 with minor 
enhancements like a full-screen editor, or 
perhaps ADOS or OS-9 built-in. This is what 
I would be looking for - not a dedicated 
OSK system. 

Matthew Brannigan 
Rockvill e, Maryland 

While the CoCo 3 allows access to 512K 
(and more) of memory, the68B09E is limited 
to a 64K address space. This limitation 
continues to get in the way of programmers 
wanting to write sophisticated applications. 
The CoCo has served us well over the 
years, but we won' t say no to an upgrade 
option offering more power to those users 
who want it-especially when the upgrade 
is a direct ascension.from the 68xxfamily. 
Until now, "upgrading" hasmeantmoving 
to an MS-DOS system, or an Atari or Amiga, 
and leaving behind all that is CoCo. 

... and a Different View 
Editor: 

Being one who fell into the InterTan 
"trap," I believed the CoCo was dead. So I 
sold my entire collection of CoCos and 
purchased an MS-DOS machine. I like my 
new machine, but I am thinking of entering 
the CoCo market once again. 

I have seen the ads for the new Tomcat 
and MM/I machines and I am excited. It is 
great to see the CoCo evolve. I can remem­
ber others telling me the CoCo would never 
last. Now we are gaining access to the 68000 
world and OSK. 

I am glad to see the Tomcat is designed 
to maintain CoCo compatibility. Those of 
us who left the CoCo and are considering 
coming back will like this. It feels great to 
be returning to the CoCo. 

Editor: 

Basil V. Fitze 
Abotsford, British Columbia 

The Price of Progress 

Lately I've noticed when you print a 
listing of assembly-language programs, you 
no longer print the object code to the left of 
the line numbers. Many of us don't have 
access to EDTASM+, so we write BASIC pro­
grams to poke the object code into mem-
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