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LE.l:lERS 1:0 

A CRUMMY HINT 
Editor 

RAINBOW ON TAPE is a fine idea and 
the April issue was a good time to start with 
it s large number of interesting programs. I 
have enjoyed shooting turkeys, snails anr! 
ants but JD MAZE was a refreshing 
innovation in graphics games. 

Unfortunately, I like both the "trail of 
crums" and the more attractive maze, so the 
following changes were necessary to give me 
both: 

170 PMODE3.PAGE : COLOR 5.6 
230 IF Xl=TX AND Yl=TY THEN 

CIRCLE ( 126.CY). CR, 5, .5 : PAINT 
( 120.CY). 7. 5 

235 IF M(XI. Yl)=l.I AND TL= I THEN 
CIRCLE ( 126.CY). 5, 5: PAINT ( 126,CY), 
8. 5 

Thanks for dropping the "CoCo" 
nick name and adopting "80C." 

Dr. Lane Lester 
Lynchburg, VA 

"COCO" v. "SOC" 
Ediror: 

We are not a post-scripted 80. 
We do not have a Z-80 or 8080 CPU. 
We have a 6809. the most advanced 8-bit 

MPU a\ailablc. 
We an: Cocos. 
We arc bt.:tter than TRS-80's. 
COCO POWER' COLOR IS 

BFAlJTIF Ul. 1 

J. C. Kirksey 
Houston, TX 

Ediror: 
I lil<e CoCo a lot more than 80C. Some 

ma y say it sounds clownlike and toyish. No 
matter' The name CoCo is warm and 
friendly like a good computer should be. 
Besides. just as a large man can enjoy being 
called "Tiny ." a 6809 based powerhouse can 
enjoy a name like "CoCo.,. 

I wish you'd change it back. 
Roger Damm 
Pheonix, AZ 

Editor: 
I would like to tell you that I enjoy your 

RAINBOW. Usually I sit down and read 
most of the magazine in one shot. That's 
how interesting it is. 

There is something, however, I don't like. 
This is your decision to rename CoCo to 
80C. Why 80? How does this beautiful 
machine relate to 80? 

Your justification was because CoCo 
sounds a little bit "clowny." Remember that 
the name does not make the computer better 
or worse than it really is. Is the legendary 
"Apple" name anything more serious than 
CoCo? Certainly it isn't. 

In some Latin American countries, "coco" 

means the head, the brain. And that's 
exactly what the Color Computer is, a brain. 
As a matter of fact, it happens to be a very 
good brain, as more users discover every 
day. 

Sergio Zigras 
Paramus, NJ 

LP VU SMARTS 
Editor: 

Prepare thyself for a tongue lashing. 
"NON-INTELLIGENT!" Is that what you 
called my LP VII? Humbug! The Line 
Printer Vil is a dot matrix printer just like 
the Epson and Microline, which means to 
me that it is just as smart as the programmer 
behind it. 

Enclosed is a high-resolution picture 
designed by Jim Barringer. Not bad for a 
Line Vil "NON-INTELLIGENT" Printer. 

Even this letter, with the help of the 
WORDCC7 word processor by Kathy 
Goebel has been magically produced by a 
LP Vil. And beware, this is a WARNING
! am sworn to secrecy, but I have seen the 
results of a program which is in development 
that may have you eating your words. 

I hope you have taken this letter in a 
humorous vein because that's how it is 
intended. I know what you mean to say. I 
just couldn't resist the opportunity to defend 
the LP Vil. 

Dave Hooper 
Hoffman Estates, IL 

(Editor's Note: We wish we could 
reproduce the graphic printout to which Mr. 
Hooper refers, but its content is a drawing of 
creatures to which a Mr. Charles Schultz 
holds a copyright.) 

FOR POSTERITY 
Editor: 

After speaking with you, I went back and 
corrected the DSK*INDX program and 
everything works perfectly now. I suspect 
there may be others out there who, like me, 
have just gotten a disk and are going to back 
issues to type in all the disk utility programs. 
You might consider publishing this letter, as 
I have listed the corrections below: 

DSK*INDX, Pages 24-25 of the February 
issue: 

Line 130, "!"should be "DSKI$" 
Line 242, "!"should be "FREE" 
Line 365, "!"should be "KILL" 
DISK DIRECTORY PRINTOUT, Page 

31 of the March issue: 
Line 280, "!"should be "FREE" 
I also recommend the SAVEM program 

on pages 42, 44 and 46 of the April issue. 
A . Arnold Weiss 
Philadelphia, PA 

MONITORING MONITORS 
Editor: 

Recently my color TV started dying. 

Rather than buy a new TV, I decided to buy 
a color monitor. A local computer store had 
a good price on an Amdek Color, so I 
bought one. To make a long story short, it 
didn't hardly work at all. 

The first thing I did was to add the rather 
simple circuit suggested by Dennis Kitsz in 
80 Microcomputing. It didn't work. With a 
great deal of help from a friend who is more 
hardware inclined than I, we decided that 
the problem was the output voltage from the 
Color Computer. The Amdek specifies IV 
into 75 ohms. Into that impedence, my 
Color Computer outputs less than 0.7V. 

The solution seemed obvious. Just add a 
video amplifier. So, we built one, using a 
standard circuit and the 5V power supply. 
By cranking it all the way up, we were able to 
get almost IV. Hooking up the monitor, 
colors looked fine but text still looked awful. 
We also got occasional distortion of the 
vertical alignment, which could be corrected 
by turning the gain down and then back up 
again. The conclusion seemed to be that we 
were loading down the power supply too 
much. 

I took the monitor back and the store was 
good enough to refund the purchase price. 

Least anyone think that I am trying to run 
down either the Amdek or the TRS-80C, let 
me say that the Amdek is a beautiful 
monitor- on an Apple or an Atari or a Vic . I 
was also able to use the Kitsz circuit on my 
computer with a different monitor with 
excellent results. I think that the lesson is 
that if one wants to buy a monitor, be 
careful. If the monitor has only a low 
impedence input and requires a lot ofjuice to 
drive, be prepared to use a video amplifier 
with an external power supply or go to a less 
demanding monitor. 

David Cochran 
Norristown, PA 

FINDING YOUR WAY 
Editor: 

A prolific programmer can quickly 
become lost in a pile of tapes and program
start counters. I have found this little 
program (which always begins at 010 on 
each side of a cassette) to be very useful. 

When the program is modified, I re
CSAVE it at 010, preceeded by MOTOR 
ON with record activated. 

10 tLS 
20 LIST 30 
30 ' ... Tape I SIDE A ... 
40 ' PROGRAM COUNTER RE

MARKS 
50 ' TRAMPLE 131 BOARD GAME - 4 
60 ' READNSAY 050 NEEDS SOUND 
70 ' ETC ETC ETC 

John Flaxton 
Greenwood, Nova Scotia 
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