


Letters

Thisisyourchance to air your views — send your tips, compliments and complaints to Letters

Page, Dragon User, 12-13 Little Newport Street, London WC2H 7PP.

Black and
white mod

HAVING received myfirstcopy
of DU, April 1988, | noticed a
letter from Ken Smith regard-
ing the display on a black and
white TV or monitor.

| have three Dragon 64s on
monitors which are black and
white — the only mod being to
remove the LM1889 IC (video
modulator)whichworksoutthe
colour difference signals (and
makes a mess of black and
white displays).

Inthe‘32thisICisinasocket,
but in the '64 it is usually
soldered into the board. How-
ever,ifyouarereasonable with
a soldering iron you can take it
out and then replace it with an
IC socket. Withthe IC removed
the computer will give a rock
steady black and white display
(evenonacolour TV).

Also,onthesubjectofvideo,
How green is my black, DU
February 1988 by Paul Reid: if
you invert the signal going into
pin32,ratherthantieitto5volts
or Qvolts, then the cursor reap-
pears as a flashing white blob.
The IC | use to invert the signal
isthe TTL7404.

| have had this mod fitted to
allthree machines forabout 18
months and had no problems,
although it is still necessary to
have aswitchtogobackto nor-
mal display for the hi res
screens.

This can easily be done by
using spare ways on the 7404,
asthisisaquad invertor.

If anybody is interested, |
can supply details. This mod
gives excellent dispslay with
Grosvenor/BMK amateur
radio software.

Dave Hughes

26 Ashburton Ave.
Birkenhead
Merseyside

Flex plea

PLEASE could you tell me

where | can obtain the FLEX

Advanced Programmer’s

Guide. Also, could anyone tell

me whether there is a FLEX

users group, similar to the
0S-9 Users’ Group.

P D Smith

University Hall

Birchwood

Penylan

Cardiff CF25YB

Every month we will be shelling outagame ortwo,
courtesy of our supplies, to the reader/s

who send the most interesting or

entertaining letters, So send

us your hints and your opinions,
send us your hi-scores and
suggestions. Send us your

best Dragon stories. What

d’you think we are,
mind readers?!
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Areviewer’s life
isahardone

THOSE of youwho bothered to
read my review of Spy Against
Spyandcanstillrememberwhat
| said will have noticed that |
was asked formyideasonitas
a reviewer before it was com-
pleted, and | would appreciate
feedback on a point that was
raised as a result of this.

Originally the game had no
scoring feature, and | felt
strongly that this should be in-
cluded, even more so in a two-
player game, as | think that
players like to know who has
won or if they have beaten a
previous high-score held by
themselves or somebody else.

Maybe | am the one that is
wrong but | would like to know
whether it does make any dif-
ference ifthe game has a scor-
ing system. Writing reviews is
noteasy, as | have discovered.
One has to try and distance
oneself slightly from the per-
sonal enjoyment of the game
and consider how other people
willenjoyit. Areviewisoftenthe
only idea that the reader can
get of what the game is like.
Truth and fairness have to be
the main criterion, mentioning
good points and bad, without
being too personally biased. |
am assisted in this task by my
twosonsaged 14and7whoen-
joy completely different types
ofgames.

| hope that buyers of soft-
warethat | review feel that they
have bought the same game
thattheyread aboutin mywrite
up. Nowadays there is not as
much software to review as in
the past and | wonder how
muchinteresttherewouldbein
reviewsofoldermaterial. Quite
often | am at Shows and see
software on sale, seemingly
reasonably priced, but it is
something that | have never
even heard of and | wonder

whether to take a chance or
not. Perhaps readers of
Dragon User would like to find
out about those games and
utilities which they have never
seen areview about.

| know that some writers
would write more about soft-
wareifthey had anideaof what
the buying public wants, so if
you have a great idea for a
gameor autilitywhy notwritein
tothe software houses and ask
them if they are interested in
your idea. Let's face it, we
could do with much more origi-
nal software than we have
been getting over the last few
years. Finally this year is the
Chinese Yearofthe Dragon, so
whydon'twe alsoensure thatit
really lives up to its name. To
the user | say,please buy more
softwareratherthan pirating it,
as we need to keep the writers
working on fresh software and
they needto sellmorethan just
a handful of copies. To the
writers and software houses,
please give us more original
softwareandnotjustvariations
of an old theme (yes, | appre-
ciate that the idea for a new
game is often as hard as the
programming).

To those of you who have
only borrowed this copy why
nottake out yourown subscrip-
tion to Dragon User? How
manyofyouhavestill notjoined
the National Dragon User
Group? If not, why not? Most
areas have also got computer
groups to go along to even if
they are not solely for the
Dragon. In my area there is the
North West TRS80 Users
GroupwhichhasaDragon/Co-
Co membership of about 40%
and has meetings at Barton
Aerodrome on the last
Wednesday of each month.
The secretary is Brian Disley

0S-9group
ridesagain

Irecentlywrotetoyouaboutthe
0S-9groupandyoukindly sent
me a copy of the letter from
Malcolm Cowen.
| posted a copy of my corres-
pondence to Gordon Twist last
last week and when | got home
that evening there was —
guesswhat? AdiscfromMartin
Vernon with apologies to
everybody.
Many thanks for your help.
Eddie Freeman
808 Main Road
Old Duston
Northants NN5 6RA

IT sounds as though the
chaps are back in business.

and can be contacted on
061-723-5033.

Although | live in Liverpool |
findthistobeaveryconvenient
meeting place and really enjoy
the friendly gettogethers. Why
not find out about similar
groups in your areas. | hope
this article has inspired people
todosomethingevenifit'sonly
aletter to DU with your views.

Mike Stott

10 Mellor Close
Prescot
Merseyside
L35 1RL

IT has been suggested
beforethat we should review
older software, and indeed
from time to time we do. lam
sitting on some retrospec-
tive reviews. However, we
have had a good supply of
new reviews this last year,
and | consider these to be
more important. Another
factor is that | want to give
priority to software which is
still available from one of the
Dragon traders, which
means that anybody who
sends us reviews of older
software should include the
name of the current supplier
and the price.

| would like to know how
Dragon and Tandy owners
feel about extending DU’s
repertoire out into Tandy
country — without of course
taking over from the
Dragon’s supremacy. There
are many areas where the
two machines overlap, that
could be exploited to their
mutual advantage.
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New software for review should be sent to Dragon User

game as | wenton but the above
faults kept me from heating up
further. Nottoo bad for summer
nights though, as it won't keep
you at the keyboard too many
nights and is certainly better

than alot of the abysmal adven-
tures that were around in 1983.
Philip Stott

Edd

New fonts for old

Program: Computa-Text and
Script

Supplier: Dragonfire Services,
13 Parry Jones Close, Blaina,
Gwent NP3 3NH

Price: £2.00 each, cassette.

ONE of the best features of
MacGowan Consultants’ Printer
Control wordprocessor is the
ability to load alternate
character sets (fonts). Computa-
Text and Script are the first two
of asetof new fonts supplied on
tape from Dragonfire Services.

| reviewed Printer Control in
the August ‘85 edition (and the
discversioninthe June ‘86 edi-
tion), but for those readers new
to this product here is a brief
overview:

Printer Control is a powerful
wordprocessing package sup-
plied on either disc or tape (the
tape version will take advantage
of the 64’s extra memory and
allow youto use the RS232 port
for printing). Using a 42 column,
24line screenthetextis entered
and edited using the usual sort
of cursor controlled screen
editingcommands, such asin-
sert, delete, find andreplace, as
well as block move, copy and
delete.

Printer Control is not a
WYSIWYG (What-You-See-Is-
What-You-Get) wordprocessor
— allformatting (eg textcenter-
ing, underlining, double width
etc.)is done when printing and
shows up as control characters
on the screen.

The major advantage of
Printer Control over other word-
processorsis its ability to control
and take advantage of the
graphics capabilities of your
printer. Each copy of Printer
Control is customised for your
type of printer (so state which
type you have when ordering),
almost every 8-bit graphics dot-
matrix printer is supported (plus
afew other daisy-wheel types),
over 60 printersin total. Textcan
be printedin 4 sizes, withitalics,
underlining, proportional spac-
ing, you name it...

In addition to all this, Printer
Control is also a Pmode 4

graphics editor. Pictures can be
scrolled a single pixel at atime
inall four directions, textcan be
added, and blocks of 8x8 pixels
can be rotated through 90
degrees.

Thedisc version supportsall
the features of the original tape
version (apart from the extra
32K of the Dragon 64), but also
allows the keyboard repeat
speed to be changed (a very
useful feature), most of the
useful DOS commands can
alsobe accessed within the pro-
gram (rename, kill, dskinit etc).
Cassette loading and saving is
also supported.

Using the graphics mode of
the printer means thatjustabout
any eight by eight character set
can be loaded and used (using
option 9 from the Printer Control
main menu). Dragonfire Ser-
vices have taken advantage of
this to produce add-on fonts on
tape. The first two are Computa-
Text and Script, an example of
both is shown below.

The Computa-Text font looks
like the ‘optical characters’ used
on the bottom line of cheque
books —itisthe standard ‘com-
puter style' font. The second
font, Script, isto me the mostim-
pressive. It gives you a ‘hand-
written’ look with joined up lower
case letters (the uppercaseisa
bit ‘blocky’ but you can't have
everything). The character
matrices have been very
carefully designed so that no
matter which two lowercase let-
ters are next to each other they
always join-up.

The output quality will de-
pend to a large extent on your
printer, but with a good Epson
the Script style can be very
impressive indeed. These fonts
canbe printedin any ofthe three
available sizes and can be mix-
ed in with the standard Printer
Controlfont. However, you can-
nothave morethanone add-on
font loaded at a time.

At the very reasonable price
of just £2 each, these fonts are
amust for Printer Control users
— just think of the invitation
cards, leaflets, newsletters etc

you could use these extra fonts
with.

The Printer Control word-
processor program is published
by MacGowan Consultants, 6
Arnhem Drive, Caythorpe, Nr.
Grantham, Lincs. NG323DQ. It
is availabe from Harris Micro
Software, 49 Alexandra Road,
Hounslow, Middlesex TW34HP.
Prices start at £20 (for the disc
version) but depend on your
particular type of printer.

Brian Cadge

ddddad

Many
squares
make an
education

Program: Matchmaker
Supplier: Orange Software
Price: £2.99 cassette

WHEN Helen posted thispiece
of software for me toreview she
saidin heraccompanyingletter
that she thought it was basical-
ly an educational program.
Some people might not agree
with this view but | certainly do.
As well as being a memory
game it encourages the
younger members
of the Dragon com-
munity to get
more familiar

with the keyboard.

As | was asked for a quick turn
round on this review | have not
yet had the chanceto convert it
to disc, and had to put up with
the slowness of cassette
loading, although | was most
pleased to find that there were
absolutely noloading problems
whatever, even though | have
loaded it on many occasions.
When loaded you are asked
whether you would like to see
the instructions or not. These
are well set out and easy to
understand.

You are then given the choice
of ‘Easy’ and ‘Super hard’ The
former has five items which
each appear six times and the
latter has fifteen items each ap-
pearing twice only.

The top of the screen is let-
tered A-F and the side is num-
bered 1-5 and there are thirty
squares of varying colours. At
the commencement there is a
horizontal and vertical rolling of
the lines of squares, alternate
rows going in opposite direc-
tions, which gives a nice touch
to the game but unfortunately
causes problems to the game
itself.

The items are obviously set
out in the same squares at the
beginning of eachgame andre-
ly on the Dragon's randomiser,
which is notoriously bad, to
select the number of times the

squares move. This
means that the
same objects

See pages
10 and 119
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Baud with
going slow

COULD you please explain what the

baud unit in ‘baud rates’ really is,

and why faster rates than 2400 are

not used on bulletin boards, as this

would surely save on the cost of the
phone calls?

S. Scoltoch

QOakdale Road

Downend

Bristol

THE baud rate is the maximum rate
at which the signal in a serial link
can change each second. For ex-
ample, 2400 baud means that the
signal can change from -12 volts to
+12 volts a maximum of 2400
times per second.

As the vast majority of serial pro-
tocols (like R$232) use only one
‘state’ for each transmitted ‘bit’ of
data (0 is -12V and 1is +12V), the
baud rate is effectively the number
of bits per second, or roughtly ten
times the number of characters per
second (allowing for start/stop
bits) that can be sent or received.

The public telephone system
does not cover a particularly wide
frequency range (which is why a
voice on the phone does not sound
like a voice on the TV). The higher
the baud rate used, the higher the
frequency of the signal that the
modem connected to the phone
line will produce. Hence, very high
baud rates would produce a fre-
quency beyond the capacity of the
analogue phone system.

The theoretical upper limit is
actually quite a bit higher than
2400 baud, but when line ‘noise’ is
taken into account this is the most
reliable fastest speed.

WANTED: Dragon Pascal
(Oasis) with manual etc. Tel.
085889 338 (evenings).

Y Y
DRAGON Software and hard-
ware. Very cheap. Send an
SAE for list. Mr. G M Hunt, 74
Ferndale Road, Leytonestone,
London E11 3DN.

W T S AL
TWO Dragon 32 computers,
with compatible Cumana twin
disc drive, NEC (PC-8023BE-
N) dot matrix printer, 5in b/w
television, cassette recorder,
Dragon Super Writer Il, MST
Home Accounts/database/

Dragon Answers

If you've got atechnical question write to Brian Cadge.
Please do not send a SAE as Brian cannot guarantee to
answer individual inquiries.

Turn black
and white
to colour

I have managed to get my hands on

an old Commodore 1901 colour
monitor, which | want to connect to
my Dragon 32. | have connected the
monitor socket to the ‘Lum’ pin on
the monitor, but all | get is a black
and white picture.

Can you please explain how to
make the Dragon output a colour
signal at the monitor socket?

Keith Parsons
Basingstoke
Hants

THE Draggn's monitor socket out-
puts a colour composite video
signal (ie colour and brightness
information is mixed together).
The monitor you are using has
separate inputs for brightness and
colour.

All you should need to do is con-
nect the video output from the
Dragon to both the Lum and Colour

spreadsheet programs, books,
complete set of DU mags from
July 1983 — £350. Will not
split. Buyer to collect. New
Milton (0425) 614268.

T R
ACCOUNTANCY program by
Goldstar Software, for Edit+,
£3. Send to Michael
McCullough, 129 Crenach
Road, Belfast with SAE. (0232)
58851,

DRAGON 32, boxed, com-
plete, plus 19 original games, 5
utilities, £75. Tel. (0752)
781504.

pins at once. The sound input can
also be connected, as it should be
compatible with the Dragon’s out-
put at the monitor socket.

Every sign
of a real
sine wave

| would like to know what a sign

curve looks like, and how can | make

my Dragon 32 draw one. My friend

says his Atari can draw these curves
but that Dragons cannot

Daniel Ward

Hagley Road

W Midlands

(Aged 7 and a quarter)

YOUR Dragon can certainly draw
sine curves as good as (probably
better than) your friend's Atari.
Type in and RUN the following pro-
gram, that should convince him!

10 PMODE 4,1:COLOR

HERE'S MY CLASSIFIED AD.

0,1:PCLS:SCREEN 1,1

20 FOR A=0 TO 6.283 STEP 0.025
30 PSET(A"40,96+(SIN(A)"90),0)
40 NEXTA

Stuck in

the middle
of an EXEC
key stroke

I'M retired and have only just
managed to learn Basic programm-
ing. | was appending a program us-
ing the normal POKE 25 and 26 with
the EXEC 33773, but | think | made a
mistake and typed 33773 instead
Ever since then every time | use the
2" key or the speech marks | get

repeating 2s or speech marks

T Connor

9 Kevington Drive

Orpington

Kent BR5 2NT

IT is not possible to damage your
computer by typing in an incorrect
EXEC address. At worst you'll
cause the machine to lock up, and
have to turn the power off and on
again.

Your problem seems to be caus-
ed by the 2 key on the keyboard
physically sticking down (I assume
you've gota ‘64). You can try taking
the top off your Dragon and clean-
ing ihis key )as it's easily accessi-
ble on the edge of the keyboard). If
this doesn't cure it, you'll have to
seek professional advice from a
computer repair outfit. (Try Harry
Whitehouse on 0636 705230. He
may know someone reliable.)

(please write your copy in capitals on the lines below)

— ¥

Classified rate: 35p per word.
Please cut out and send this form to: Classified Department
Dragon Publications, 49 Alexan dra Road, Hounslow, Midd x
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