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BUY A BANAN4. SAVE A BUNCH. �
Meet the Banana'." the very 

tough, versatile, portable. and 
reliable dot-matr ix printer from 
Gorilla'. "' 

At $249.95 retail it's an ideal 
and inexpensive companion for 
personal computers like Apple'" 
(or Apple ''look alikes" such as 
Franklin " or Albert "), Tl ," 
Commodore; TRS-80,:: Kaypro: 
Timex; Osborne ," etc. 

After that, it's merely com­
parable to other printers that can 
cost up to three times as much: 
10" carr iages (to handle standard 
911

/ ' paper), 80 colw1ms, graphics 
capabi li ty, 10 characters per inch 
(expandable to 5 cpi) draft-quality 
print (for perfectly acceptable 
form letters, data processing, 

business reports, etc.) tractor 
feed (for precise alignment and 
quick loading). parallel or serial 
interface (take your pick). se lf­
inking ribbon cassette (for long 
life and easy insta llation), 10 
portable pounds in w ight, and 
compatibility \\·ith so many of the 
most popular personal computers 
on the market. 

Plus its printhead features a 
unique single-hammer design that 
eliminates a lot of mov ing parts, to 
eliminate a lot of annoying repairs. 

That's the Banana: silly name, 
serious service. It's everything 
the expensive dot-matrix printers 
are .. . 

Except expensive. 



WORDPRO PLUS. IN A CIASS BY ITSELF. �
When choosing a Word Processor for your Commodore ’" computer, there’s 
no reason to settle for anything but the best - in a word . . . Word Pro’". 

With over 30,000 happy clients churning out letters and documents all over 
the world , the WordPro Plus’" Series is unquestionably the #1 selling soft ›
ware package on Commodore computers! So when you choose Word Pro, 
you know you’re investing in a trial-tested program that’s a real winner. And 
Word Pro is NOW available for your Commodore 64’" computer- at prices 
starting as low as 589.95. 

Designed for the user who has no computer or word processing experience 
whatsoever, WordPro Plus brings a new dimension to the term "user›
friendly." More than just easy to use, WordPro will turn your Commodore 
computer into a sophisticated time saving word processing tool - loaded 
with the same inventory of features found in systems costing much. much 
more. 

Our nationwide team of over 600 Professional Software/ Commodore com›
puter dealers will help you choose the Word Pro Pl us system that is best for 
your needs. Our full-service dealers have been set up to provide strong 
customer support. In addition to helping you choose the right system, man y 
Professional Software dealers also offer WordPro Plus train ing and system 
installation . 

Professional Software offers a complete spectrum of Word Pro word process›
ing software for Commodore computers ranging from the Commodore 64 to 
the more business oriented 8000/9000 series computers. And WordPro 4 
Plus and 5 Plus also interact with our database management systems includ›
ing lnfoPro and The Administrator. So whatever your Word Processing 
needs. there’s a WordPro system that ’s right for you. 

WonlPro J l’lus/64 �... ...,_ ... 

Invest in the best . . �
Word Pro Plus. In a class by itself. �
Call us today for the name of the Word Pro Plus dealer nearest you. 

Professional Software Inc. 
51 Fremont Street (617) 444-5224 

WordPro�� and WordPro Plus’" are trademarks of Professional Software Inc . Needham, MA 02194 Telex: 951579 
The Word Pro Plus Series was designed and written by Steve Punter of Pro Micro Software Ltd . �

Commodore’• and the Commodore 64’" are trademarks of Commodore Electronics, Inc. �
Dealer inquiries invited . �

















When choosing a Word Processor for your Commodore 64 com›
puter, there’s no reason to settle for anything but the best-in a 
word . . .. WordProTM . 

With over 30,000 happy WordPro clients churning out letters and 
documents all over the world, the WordPro PlusTM Series is un›
questionably the #1 selling software package on Commodore 
computers! So when you choose WordPro, you know you ’re in›
vesting in a trial-tested program that’s a real winner. And Word›
Pro 3 Plus/64 is NOW available for your Commodore 64 com›
puter at prices as low as $89.95. 
Designed for the novice user with no computer or word process›
ing experience whatsoever, WordPro 3 Plus/64 brings a whole 
new dimension to the term "user-friendly. " More than just easy 
to use, WordPro 3 Plus/64 is a commercial level word processor 
loaded with powerful features including: Auto Page Numbering, 

Headers and Footers, Math Functions, Global Search and 
Replace, the Ability to Create Multiple Personalized Letters and 
Documents, Underlining, Boldface, Super and Subscripts and 
much, much, more. 
Best of all , WordPro 3 Plus/64’s powerful arsenal of features can 
be put to use almost immediately-by even the novice user. So 
whether you’re a writer, in business, education, or just a hob›
byist, you ’ll quickly become a WordPro Pro! 

Invest in the best. .. WordPro Plus. In a class by itself. 
Call us today for the name of the WordPro 3 Plus/64 dealer nearest you. 

Professional Software Inc. 
51 Fremont Street (617) 444-5224 
Needham, MA 02194 Telex: 951579 

WordPro 3 Plus/64� is a trademark of Professional Software Inc. 
The WordPro Plus Series was designed and written by Steve Punter of Pro-Micro Software Ltd . �
Some printers may not support certain WordPro 3 Plus/64 functions and/or require an interface. Please check with your dealer. �
Commodore 64� is a trademark of Commodore Electronics Ltd . �
Dealer and Distributor inquiries are invited. �



READERS’ FEEDBACK �
The Edito rs ond Readers of COMPUTE! 

Using An Electric Typewriter As A 
Printer 
After reading an article in the June COMPUTE ', "How 
to Buy the Right Printer," several readers were in­
trigued by the possibility of using an electric typewriter 
as a printer for their co111puter. Although we cautioned 
that an electric typewriter may 1101 /Je fa st or durable 
enough to tolerate continuous typing, there are several 
interfaces on the market which let you connect your 
computer to an electric typewriter. 

Some modern daisywheel typewriters have an RS­
232 serial port, so (assuming your computer can talk to 
RS-232 devices ) if you have the proper cableand software 
you can attach your computer directly . Other companies 
manufacture overlays that "press" the keys for you, or 
lzave you open 11p the type·writer to install solenoids 
whiclz activate levers inside the typewriter. Still another 
company claims to have a device that converts "computer 
language'' to " typewriter language," but only forcer­
tain models. With the price ofeven letter-quality printers 
dropping below $400, however, you will have to consider 
whether or not you want to risk 111odification of your 
typewriter which could void its warranty or service 
contract. 

Storing Scriptor And Video 80 
On The Atari 
In your April issue, you published two interesting 
Atari prog rams, "Scriptor" and "Video 80." Here 
are a few questions. How many pages can you 
store in a 48K Atari 400 when using Scriptor with 
SK BASIC? What is the memory required for Video 
80? Can Scriptor a nd Video 80 be merged, and, if 
so, what changes would have to be made? 

In our July 1983 lssue, we inadvertently used 
the name " Cas tle Ques t." The publication of 
this article is in no way intended to cause 
confusion with the commercia lly avai lable 
product ca lled "Cas tle Quest" by Michael S. 
Holtzman and Timothy Bald win . In the 
future , we will refer to it as "Castle Search ." 

On another subject, how wou ld I "hook up" 
an Epson MX-80 series printer to my 48K Atari 
400 with or without the Atari 850 interface? 

Ed Hallinan 

Scriptor adapts itself to either 24K, 32K, or 48K and 
will display the number of lines free when you first run 
it . Each line is 38 characters. Since a printed page 
(double-spaced) takes about 30 75-column lines, just 
divide the "lines free" by 15 for a rough estimate. 

Video 80 requires about 2K for the driver routine 
and another BK for the high-resolution GRAPHICS 8 
screen. Due to this, there is not enough memory left 
over in a 40K or 48K to let you store the programs and 
text. 

Yo u can attach almost any Centronics parallel or 
RS-232C serial printer to the Atari via the Atari 850 
Interface Device. The new Atari 1025 80-col11111n printer 
does not require the 850, however. 

Fine Tuning The VIC's Audio And Video 
For those who might be ha ving trouble with 
the picture and sound on their VIC-20, I have a 
solution. 

It is essentia l that the sound and picture be 
adjusted properly in the RF modulator so that 
they are synchronized on either Channel 3 or 4. 
The computer is sold with the audio and video 
signa ls adj usted for one particular TV model. 
This may not work well on yours. 

To make adjustmen ts for your TV, carefully 
fo llow these steps: 

1. Turn the computer off and the TV on. 
2. Turn off the AFT (Automatic Fine Tuning) 

switch on the TV (if your set has one) . 
3. Adjust the fine tuning knob on the TV to 

the middle range of that channel. Don't worry if 
the picture is partly fading or the sound is dis torted 
at this point. 

4. Open the RF modulator very slowly and 
carefu lly . Be sure your power is off. Remove the 
casing screw and slowly li ft the cover. 

5. Turn on your power for the computer. 
6. There are two holes which have screws in 

the meta l casing. The one closest to the channel 
selector switch is the video signa l. The other is for 
audio (see figure). Using only a small nonmetallic 
screwdriver, adjust the video signal until the TV 
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By Art1 
Harou tu nian. 

Connecting the 
dots on our colorful 

grid should be easy, right? 
Wrong . Because the bullies 

are in hot pursuit! 
Squashface, Thuggy, Muggy 

and Moose are their names. 
And you are their game. And 
what's more, they' re faster than 
you are. 

But you're smarter. And you 
control the stun button. 

So keep your eyes peeled for 
the mysterious question mark 
and don't slow. down at corners! 
(Sugges ed retail : S34 .95) 

By 
Gral1a111 Mc l<ay. 

Your agents 
risked th ei r li ves 

to find the enemy's secret 
headquarters. 

Now you're ris ki ng yours to 
destroy it. 

And they know you 're coming. 
As you fly over water and 

across hundreds of miles of 
unfriendly territory, th e ac tion is 
thick, fast and three-dimensional. 

Fighter aircraft. Surface-to-ai r 
missiles. Helicopter gu nsh ips. The 
attacks come from every direction. 

Even from beh ind . 
(Suggested retail . S34.95) 

TM 







The easies t way to fix up this problem is to LOAD 
them to any newer PETICBM and then SAVE them 
once again . The zero will be dropped and everything 
will become compatible. 

Timex/Sinclair Compatibility Problem 
I own a Sinclair ZX81 computer and a Memopak 
32K RAM. I recently purchased a Timex/Sinclair 
2040 printer, and I am unable to get the com­
puter to work with the Memopak and the printer 
attached. 

The Memopak works fine with the computer 
alone or with the Sinclair 16K RAM, and the 
printer works with the computer and with the 
Sinclair 16K RAM. However, the computer will 
not display its cursor when the Memopak 32K 
RAM and printer are both attached. 

Can you tell me what's wrong? 
Paul R. Harrison 

The Timex/Sinclair 2040 printer is 11 ot co111patible with 
Memopak fo r some unknown reason. Memotech, man­
ufacturer of Memopak, is investigating. Contact them 
directly for further inforl/lafion. As you have noted, the 
Me111opak works very well with the ZX81 - and with 
the proper interface, works well with a wide range of 
printers. 

Apple Programs For Commodore 
I would like to know if Apple programs can be 
loaded into the Commodore 64 from disk or tape 
and vice versa? 

Anthony Tutter 

We have published two articles 011 loading Apple pro­
gram tapes info the PET and vice versa. The same pro­
cedures which work 0 11 the PET should also work 0 11 the 
Commodore 64. These articles are " Feed Your PET 
Some Applesoft" in COMPUTE! 's First Book of PET/ 
CBM a11d "Load Co111111orlore BASIC Progral/l Tapes 
Into The Apple II" in COMPUTE! (A pril 1983). 

Some commercial software is available for loading 
64 programs fro m disk into the Apple and vice versa. 

PET Monitor Printout 
I am an avid user of the PET machine language 
monitor, but I have neve r found a way to direct a 
hexadecimal dump to a printer. Is it possible to 
do so or am I wasti ng my time? Please help! 

Michael Silano 

For4 .0 BASIC PETs, you ca11 print the output by typing 
X to exit to BASIC, then type: 

OPEN 4,4: CMD 4: SYS 54386 

then type the monitor command M. For example, if you 
wanted a prin tout of the hex numbers between 0400 
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and 0420, you would type: 

.M 0400 0420 

For Upgrade PETs, you can use the above, but 
just SYS to 4 (the way you'd ordinarily enter the 
monitor). 

However, the easiest way to control the printer 
(a nd many other aspects of machine language pro­
gramming on the PET) is a "monitor extension" pro­
gram , "Micromon, " published in COMPUTE! (January 
1982) . It's an excelle11f fool for machine language pro­
gramming. It's available for $3 fro m COMPUTE''s Back 
Issues Department . 

Conserving Your Computer's Power 
I have a VIC-20, and I want to know which is be tte r 
for the computer - to leave it on cons tantly or 
shut it off when you are done using it? 

Bob Weber 

This is deba table. Some would say that the initial power 
surge when turning on a computer is actually 111ore 
da maging to the electronic components than leaving it 
on conti1111ously . On the other hand, most c/ec fro11ic 
parts have a definite life span, and leaving the computer 
011 24 hours a rlay could shorten the overall useful life of 
tlie compu fer. 

Commodore has recently changed the power 
supplies of both the VIC-20 and the Commodore 64. 
Sol/le of the new power supplies (especially those with 
the 64) see/// to run sol/lewhat hotter than previous 
production l//Odels. This tips the balance, at least in the 
case of these machines, so we recommend that you turn 
off a VIC or 64 and even unplug the power supply after 
each use. 

A New Atari Graphics Mode? 
I have been programming with my Atari 400 for 
almost a yea r now a nd have had a lot of fun with 
it. And recently, I have noticed advertisements in 
magazines about programs w ritten in g raphics 
mode 7.5. Is this a new graphics mode? If so, what 
does it and the other " .5" modes have over the 
others or GTIA? 

David Brundage 

There are 110 ".5" modes. GRAPHICS 7 is a 4-color 
mode with a horizontal resolution of 160 and a vertical 
resolution of 96. GRAPHICS 8 is the high-resolution, 
cJ11e-color (except th rough art ifacti11g) mode with a res­
olution of 320h x 192v. 

Built into the ANTIC chip is another mode that is 
not supported by the 4001800 operating system. It is a 
fo ur-color mode with a resol11tio11of 159/r x 192v, the 
sal/le vertical resolutio11 as GRAPHICS 8. Since it is 
"halfway" between modes 7 and 8, it has been called 
GRAPHICS 7112 or GRAPHICS 7.5. You can turn a 
GRAPHICS 8 screen into this new mode by replacing 







SOFTWARE 

•a 
If you own a VIC 20 or 
Commodore _' 64 get 
ready to explore the 
potential of these fine 
machines with LUNA 
Software. The software 
supplier for the 80's. 

We have broken free of 
the pack with stunning 
games such as our 
sophisticated, three­
screen, FINAL CON· 
QUEST, the newest entry 
to our '64 line. 

Experience heart-racing 
surges of adrenalin while 
trying to outrun lightning­
footed coyotes on our 
HYPER-HEN grid. And, if 
you 're the PEDESTRIAN , 
keep a sharp eye on the 
traffic behind you, and 
the muggers ahead. 

LUNA's full line of arcade 
style games and user­
friendly business software 
makes us the industry's 
most sought after new 
supplier. 

LUNA Software: Commit­
ted to providing you 'th 
State-of-the-Art concepts 
and programming to 
bring out the best possi­
ble performance from 
your Commodore com­
puters. Call LUNA today 
for the name of a dealer 













''�,�,�,�~� T) .c. 1· s·
I our .1-orti.o 10, 1r. 

DOW JONES INVESTMENT EVALUATOR'u­
the computer software that serves your personal 
investment needs at home, accurately and 
efficiently. 

A Personalized System 
With the INVESTMENT EVALUATOR, your 
home computer and a telephone modem, you 
have a personalized system for managing your 
portfolio. A system that automatically updates 
and tracks only those stocks you want to follow ­
allowing you to evaluate your position at a glance. 

Easy Access to News/Retrieval® 
This software automatically dials and connects 
you with Dow Jones News/Retrieval®, the 
world's leading supplier ofcomputerized infor­
mation on demand. It allows you and your family 
access to current quotes, financial and business 
news, general news, movie reviews, sports, 
weather and even the Academic American 
Encyclopedia. 

The Right Amount ofSoftware 
for the Job 

The INVESTMENT EVALUATOR gives you 
the capabilities you need without making you 
pay for a lot ofcomplex functions you may 
never use. Menu screens lead you to what you 
want with one-touch commands. The program 
is completely reliable, comes with an easy-to­
follow manual and is fully supported by the 
Dow Jones Customer Service hotline. 

From Dow Jones, Publishers of �
The Wall Street Journal �

Dow Jones has been 
serving the business and 
financial communities for 
over 100 years. Now 
Dow Jones Software'M 
serves you at home. 

For a free brochure call: 
1-800-345-8500 ext. 262 

�( �A �l �;�u �~ �:�.�i�.� lb waii anJ �f�o �r�c �i�~�n� 

call l · ZIS-78!-7008 u1. �:�.�! �&�~�)� 

DowJones Investinent Evaluatorn' �
Available for IBM PC and 
Tl Professional. Compatibility 
with Apple, Atari, Commodore ...Bankon it. 
to follow . 

Copyrigh1 © 1983 Dow Jones & Co., Inc. All nghlS rc:scrvcd. 



Boots. This language a ' Su mes the guise of a pro­
gram design d to let the user solve logic problems 
by building "logic machines." These logic 
machines are, in fact, schematic diagrams con­
structed from AND, OR, and NOT gates, flip­
flops, wires, input sensors, and output devices. 
Through a series of carefully staged exercises, the 
user is taught how to use the program (or, as I 
claim, how to write programs in the Rocky's Boots 
language). 

Interestingly , the construction of logic 
machines (this is the programming task) can be 
done without access to the keyboard by using a 
joystick to pick up objects (program subroutines) 
and interconnect them into a complete machine 
(program). Incorrect connections can be "cut" 
with a special knife (the editor). The only frustra­
tion I have encountered with this language is that 
no provision was made for the saving of finished 
"machines." 

The figures show how a program can be 
edited in Rocky's Boots (remember that a machine 
is in reality the computer program you have 
created). Figure 1 shows a machine consisting of 
an OR gate connected to a clapper. One of the OR 
gate inputs is a blue sensor, and the other is a 
green sensor. The remaining items in the picture 
are "spare parts" (i.e., subroutines available for 
use). Suppose you want to change this machine 
into a new one that will turn the word OFF to ON 
if the green sensor is activated OR if both the blue 
sensor is activated AND the cursor is touching an 
input. 

To modify the machine, the cursor (shown as 
the large solid rectangle) is used to pick up the 
knife shown at the bottom-left side of Figure 1. In 
Figure 2 the blue sensor has been cut, and the 
knife is shown cutting the clapper from the OR 
gate. In Figure 3 the clapper has been replaced by 
the OFF/O box, and in Figure 4 the AND gate 
and some wires have been connected to complete 
the new machine. Figure 5 shows what happens 
when the machine is used and the proper condi­
tions are satisfied (in this case, both the blue sensor 
and the remaining input of the AND gate are 
activated). 

Rocky's Boots is similar in many ways to Vi si­
Calc. The user has access to the whole progra1T1 at 
once (it is a parallel environment), and the pro­
gram (the machine) can be tested as it is being 
built. Of course, the application areas for the e 
programs are quite different from each other. 

The machines created by Rocky's Boots are 
designed to be used to solve logic problems. Figure 
6 shows one such problem in which a machine 
has been built to identify blue triangles. 

One can argue that Rocky's Boots is a game, 
a simulation, and a language. 

No matter what it is called, it is a very powerful 
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piece of software. 
Next month we will conclude this series with 

the description of yet another powerful program/ 
language, Dancing Bear from Koala Technologies. 
We will also discuss the potential impact of these 
types of languages. © 

COMPUTE! �
The Resource. 

MEMOREX �
PLlllBLE DISCS 
WE Will NOT BE UNDER­
SOL.Dfl Call Free (800)235-4137 
for prices and information Dealer 
inquiries invited and C.O.D.'s 

accepted 

PACIFIC 
EXCHANGES 
JOOFoothill Blvd . 
San Luis Obispo. CA 
9340 1. In Cal. ca ll 
(800) 592-5935 or 
(805) 543- I 037 

Jlie
[omputer.k�
networ �

Business applications for the �
Commodore 64 and VIC 20 �

The Computer Network has 80 column screen 
adaptors. wordprocessing software. accounting 
software. spreadsheets. printers. modems. monitors, 
interfaces. furniture. disks. disk drives. cassettes. 
The Computer Network c arries Commodore, DATA 
20, Star Micronics. Brother. Epson, IDS, Okidata. 
Silver Reed. BMC Amdek. Zenith. Micro World, MSD. 
Kero, HES, ESI, lnfodesigns. Timeworks, J & G 
Software. TOTL Software, Pacific Coast Software. 
and Professional Software. 
The Computer Network w il l wor.k with you from 
choosing the proper equipment. installation. repair. 
and best of all someone to talk to when it doesn't 
work! Looking for a product and still can't find what 
you want? If we don't have it we can get it. The 
Computer Network is not a discount mailorder 
house. The Computer Network is a full service retail 
organization. 

The Computer Network 
P.O. Box 9840 �

Fountain Valley, CA 92708 �
Call Toll Free 800-221-9948 �
in California 714-855-4366 �

If you want your 64 to do more than play games. 
The Computer Network has what you want! 



RESTON 
CLOSES 

THE GAP 
BETWEEN 

ART 
AND 

CONTEST! 
For the best computer 
animation sequence 
created using Movie­
Maker':.. S1000 prize. 
En t ries should be 
submitted on disk by 
December 31 , 1983. 
Winning entry will be 
shown at 1984 West 
Coast Computer Faire. 
For more details, con­
tact Resron Publishing 
Company. 

In Reston's new book, Genesis II, Creation 
and Recreation with Computers, by Dale 
Peterson, artists, writers and musicians use 
computers to create new visions, new 
sounds and new ways of expressing them­
selves, all interwoven with stunning illustra­
tions . With Movie Maker, an exciting new 
program for the Atari Horne Computer by 
Interactive Picture Systems, you'll learn how 
to do these things yourself. You'll compose 
scenery and shapes, then propel them into 
continuous, flicker-free action. You'll actu­
ally make a short animated movie, right at 
your keyboard . Let Reston release the crea­
tive spirit in you. 

MovieMaker is a e 
Creative Pastime'" from __ 
�~�t�o�n S<>tfwa1te ·­
A Prentice-Holl Company 
11480 Sunset Hills Rd. 
Reston, VA 22090 
Available at your local bookstore 
and computer retailer or coll us at 
(800) 336-0338.COMPUTERS Atari is a registered trademark of Atari, Inc. 

For the Atari 800 with 48k memory. Coming soon: l 6k ROM cartridge. 



THE BEGINNER'S PAGE �

Your First Useful Program �
It doesn't take long. Soon after you buy a com­
puter, someone will ask what it' s doing for you 
that's useful . You've been learning to program in 
BASIC, but what practical results have you got to 
show for your efforts? The questioner might be a 
friend or even someone in your immediate family, 
someone you usually love. 

Here's a program which can be used in dozens 
of practical ways. It makes it easy to store and 
analyze in formation. We all keep lists and records. 
If you have a collection of something - recipes, 
books, stamps, albums, whatever -you can enter 
all sorts of in fo rmation into this program and then 
look things up later in a variety of ways. You can 
ask for everything starting with the letter A , 
everything on a particular topic, from a particular 
country, or whatever specifications you want. 
This type of program is often call ed a data base 
111a11ager. It 's one of the most effective, impressive 
applications fo r a personal computer. 

How To Modify The Program 
A simil ar program was published in this column 
two years ago and proved popular. I received this 
letter the other day: 

I would li ke to ask a favor. I have been using 
your progm111 " Searching Fil es" (November 
1981) for some ti111e, and very much ap­
preciate it . But I' ve tri ed without success to 
add categori es li ke 3. Publication, 4. Date. If 
possi/1/e, could you explain how to expand 
the progm111 to include additional categori es? 

Mel Leiserowitz 
That a programmer can make modifications 

to a program is one of the most subtle, but pow­
erful, aspects of computing. Unlike other kinds of 
tools, a given computer program can often be 
radically transformed so that it can accomplish a 
great variety of tasks. Let's take this program 
apart, looking at each aspect of it, and then explore 
how to modify it to include extra categories. 

Data base management is frequently divided 
into two phases: the manager program and the 
actual base of data. A data base would be a li st of 
pieces of information, perhaps in alphabetic or 

some other order, like the phone book. The data 
base is often stored on a tape or disk, and the 
manager program looks up information by opening 
and closing files on the tape or disk. The second 
phase, the manager program, can make all kinds 
of li sts for you; it can analyze the data base. For 
example, if the yellow pages were on a disk, you 
could w rite a program w hich would all ow you to 
ask highly specific questions. You might want to 
know the phone number of all pizza shops within 
a five-mi le radius of your house. If the data base 
included map information, the ff1anager program 
could give you the answer. 

A Faster And �E�a�s�i�E�~�r� Way 
This program, "The Filer, " combines the data 
base into the manager program in the form of 
DATA statements, each holding an individual 
record . The advantage of this is that you can add 
to and modify the data easil y, on screen. It 's also 
faster: the computer doesn't need to bring data in 
from tape or disk. The program contains the data 
already . The disadvantage is that your data base 
cannot be larger than the amount of memory in 
your computer. You should be able to find many 
uses for this program, however. If your computer 
has 32K of RAM memory, you can store detailed 
in fo rmation about all the articl e in COM PUTE1 fo r 
any given year. If you want to start a data base for 
a new year, you can simply use the program again, 
with a new set of DAT A statements. In our ex­
ample use of The Filer we'll start a cross-indexed 
reference fil e of all COM PUTE! articl es. 

The program is designed to work on all com­
puters using Microsoft BASIC (Commodore, 
Radio Shack, TI , Apple, etc.). If you have an Atari, 
there's a version fo r yo r machine in COMPUTE!, 
November 1981. 

Let's go through the program to see how it 
works: 

Line N11111ber 
1 This lets the computer know the total 
number of items in our data base. T= 10 because 
we've got ten DATA lines in this program. The 
data base starts at line 502 and continues to the 
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TDK Floppy Disks. �
Invaluable security for irreplaceable information. �

Today, more and more companies are relying on convenient floppy disks to record , 
----: 1l store and safeguard Information. Irreplaceable information which is vita l to their business 

, _ interests. It is precisely the value placed on this information that makes the floppy d isk an 
, O invaluable tool for storage and security. And this is where TDK floppy disks become invalu­
1_, �~� able to you. TDK floppy d isks are guaranteed 100% error-free at the time of manufacture 

u and certified for double-density encoding. Furthermore, each track of every TDK floppy 
j ..Z -------- d isk is tested to exceed Industry standards . .. including
l Q those of IBM, Shugart, ANSI , ECMA, ISO and JIS. Once you 

_,,. �~�T�D�K� : �~� insert a quality TDK floppy d isk into your computer system, 
W,. 
/' 

-f26S 
• 

�~ �1 �9�8�2� TDK Electronics Corp. 

· ' you're guaranteed highly reliable, ultra smooth perform­
;,. �~� once. Th is is due to TDK's proprietary disk-burnishing tech­
�~� nique that provides optimum head-lo-disk contact. 

. Q TDK floppy disks are available in 5'14 and 8-inch sizes In 
• �~� the most popular formats. Each disk comes in its own pro­

tective Tyvek-type envelope. For a copy of our brochure, 
"Some Straight Talk About Floppy Disks," wr ite to: TDK Elec­
tronics Corp., Computer Products Marketing Dept., 12 Harbor 
Park Drive, Port Washington, NY 11050, or call 516-625-0100. 

@TDK®�
The heart of your system. 
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