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year my family forces a buymg moratonum on
gme. Their logic is | might buy myself something

< charge of Santa’s Maine district. | understand
the reasomng, but it's difficult to wait two months for a
much desired (if not totally needed) Color Computer acces-
sory. But, far be it from me to mess up Santa's bookkeeping.
Last year | actually found a lump of coal in my stocking, and
all I did was buy plastic covers for my computer equipment
two weeks before Christmas. | guess it doesn't take much to
make Santa angry.

I'm sure many of us are looking forward to the gift giving
(and receiving) season with nervous anticipation, wondering
if we'll get what we want when ripping into the gifts piled
under Christmas trees, stuffed into stockings, or piled
around the menorah. I've developed a system for ensuring
that what we find is what we want.

Make a very long list of desired goodies and pad it with
expensive items you don’t want. A selection from my last
year's listincluded an IBM PC, a hard disk drive for my Model
lll, a selection of three very expensive modems, a second
Color disk drive, 10 Color Computer software items, a re-
placement keyboard, etc. | didn’t want the PC, the hard
drive, or the expensive modems. Unfortunately, | also didn’t
get the second Color drive. But | did get four pieces of soft-
ware, the keyboard, and some other goodies. The logic be-
hind padding the list with expensive don‘t-wants is that
Santa will feel bad about not getting them for you, which in-
creases your chances of getting the ones you do want.

Occasionally the plan backfires. Santa will decide to
splurge and get you one of the expensive items, knowing
you'll understand its expense prohibited him from coming
through with the rest of your list. You wind up with an ex-
pensive don’t-want item and have to go out and buy the do-
wants yourself. And, of course, that will have to wait until
you've paid off the bills for the presents you bought for
everyone else. If you're willing to take the risk, I highly recom-
mend the padded list technique.

On to more important matters. Byte was the first maga-
zine solely devoted to the use of microcomputers. Byte's first

thoritative source of microcomputer information. Curt joins
The Color Computer Magazine as our senior technical
editor. We're sure you'll enjoy his tenure with us.

Two other staff additions you may have noticed recently
are Steve Bjork and Wayne Day. Steve joins The Color Com-
puter Magazine as a contributing editor along with Dennis
Kitsz, Jake Commander and Bill Barden. Steve’s software
credits run longer than | have room to tell. They include Data-
Soft's “Zaxxon,” "Sands of Egypt,” and many other fine
graphicgames.

Wayne Day has become our communications editor.
Wayne is System Operator (SYSOP) of CompuServe’s Color
Computer Special Interest Group (SIG). For those of you not
familiar with Wayne's work, access his SIG by connecting to
CompuServe and then typing Go Pcs 126 at the command
prompt. The SIG offers you the opportunity to make Color
Computer friends, get advice, give advice, obtain free pro-
grams in the SIG's database, participate in on-line confer-
ences, and many other telecommunication activities. If you
haven't yet sampled your Color Computer’s communica-
tions abilities, you're missing out on one of the fastest grow-
ing aspects of personal computing.

Although you're reading this after ColorExpo ‘83 in
Pasadena, the event is still a few months off at this writing.
I'm sure we all had a good time. More on what happened
after it happens. Happy Holidays.

—K.L., Editor

issue appeared way back in September, 1975. What is most
impressive has been the magazine’s ability to endure the vast
changes that have taken place in the industry. Now, eight
years later, Byte is still the most respected general-interest
computer magazine in the field.

What has enabled Byte to maintain its premier status in
the ever-changing world of microcomputers has been its em-
phasis on technical excellence and its ability to recognize and
encourage worthy new technologies. So, it is with extreme
pleasure that | introduce Curtis P. Feigel to you as The Color
Computer Magazine's latest staff addition. Curt was with
Byte during the microcomputer explosion, from February
1980 until August 1983. As one of Byte's technical editors,
lie helped the magazine maintain its position as the most au-

r_-_z-FOR...NEXT (01,84)

H GOSH — soon it'll be Christmas and you will have

your brand-new, shiny Color Computers — or up-
grades — or peripherals — or spending money, and you
won't be able to wait to put each to work! But, what to try
out first? What nifty new program to buy? What disk con-
troller to purchase? What — what — what —?

Let us help you out, with our extra-special, jam-packed Re-
view issue. We'll look at games and business software, hard-
ware, peripherals, and more. You won't have to worry
whether that subscription to CompuServe or that Dragon-
Cruncher program is money well-spent — you'll know, be-
cause our reviewers will tell you!

Don’t miss this issue — it could save you lots of time and
worry!
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16K Standard BASIC 16K Extended BASIC
Reg. 15 95 Reg. 23 95
239.95 263026 319.95 26-3027
Use Your CitiLine As Low As $25 Per Manth
Credit Card On CitiLine Credit

“There’s no better value!"’ That's a fact, Isaac.
Now you can save $80 on a new 16K Stan-

dard or Extended Color Computer 2 for

you and your family and discover the W\
fun and versatility of owning a real é’,ﬁ“ )
computer! And it's been improved. i
Now our most popular family computer

| comes in a compact white case with a new, low-
’ profile electric typewriter-quality keyboard.

“During the day | might write about starships. At
night, | blast ‘'em on my Color Computer!’’ You don't
have to know_how to program to begin enjoying
your Color Computer. Just attach to your TV and
plug in a Program Pak™ to play exciting games, keep
a personal budget, solve household problems, write
letters, track investments and much more!

"*Sophistication is

built<in.”” Want to cre-

ate high-resolution graphics

and write advanced programs?

The Extended BASIC model uses simple,

one-line commands to produce incredible

drawings, designs, business and engineering
charts, even animation.

“It’s also a serious learning tool.” Right again, Isaac.
Kids can learn to type, sharpen math skills, become
artists, compose music and improve reading. And
our entertaining tutorial manual shows how easy it
is to program with color and sound.

“Expansion won’t cause you headaches.”” As

your needs and skills grow, you can easily add

more: memory, a cassette recorder for data
storage, disk drives, a printer, telephone com-
munications and more,

Hurry — offer ends Dec. 31, 1983! Take ad
vantage of this low-cost way to start com-
puting today at Radio Shack Computer
Centers, participating stores and dealers
nationwide,

e
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The biggest name in little computers®
A DIVISION OF TANDY CORPORATION

Prices apply at participating Radio Shack stores and dealers. TV not included.
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