teliingham 03-9 Users Lroug

OS—9 MEETINGS :

Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m.. the second Thursday of each month in room 109
at Zehome High School. Meetings are not held during the summer (July—Aug).

BENEFITS TO MEMBERS:

As a mparticipating member of our new Bellingham 059 Users Group you enjoy many
benefits:

Newsletter

039 Bulletins

Fublic Bomain Library
Technical help

Lectures and demonstrations
Periodic group purchases
Membership List

Access to GIMIX Level-III 0859
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HEILF WANIED!
Our group needs editorial volunteers. If you can contribute with information

or helpful experiences of your own, please contact Rodger Alexander. The

health of our newsletter depends on contributions made by many members of
our group.

IN THIS ISSUERE:
COCO-3 REPORT Current status and the future for the CoCo-3
MULTI-VUE Configure MVue to your hard drive and 80 column patch

DISTO SC-1I1 BUGS BLOB solutions for the DISTO no-halt controller

LEVEL-II PASCAL Problems caused by the Lev-I1 RMA compiler
MM/1 REPORT "Pictures" by K.Darling of the MM/1 from KLE
SCRIPT FILES Redirection problems when requesting keyboard input

ATLANTA COCO-FEST No "Rainbow" 7?

BBS LISTING Current listing of Washington State CoCo/0S9 BES's

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:

Newsletters arve available free to thogse 1n attendance at the monthly meetings.
If you would like to receive the newsletter in advance by mail., a subscription
rate of rate of $3 for 6 monthly issuez or $6 for 12 menthly issueg 1is
avallable.

Contact: Rodger Alexander
3404 Illinois Lane
Bellingham, WA 98226
(206) 734-5806
Delphi: "SALZARD



EDITORT NOTE Recently a CoCo-3 user living in

Meuice requested information about the current smu: i

of the CoCo sines he had been out of ouch for over 3
W:ns Iiound the responses by Lack Session and \1xk-=
nudsen to be both depressing and encouraging.

Q: IS THE COCO 2 DOING AL-
RIGHT?
A: No “official” word from Tandy but

rumor is that they are no longer manu-

facturing CoCols. Rumor also iz that
there areenoughin warehouses to last 2-

3 vears at the current rate of sale.

: ARE THERE ANY NEW PROG-
GRAME?

Ar Tandy long ago quitlecking for new

progra and the great Level 2 O59
Upgrade has remained stalled out for
legal/economic reasons. Other than
that, the joint's besn jumping:

REDOS:
Ma=-10 WYSTWTYG grafiz word proces
sorfformatter — terrific
ax IiI and Color-Max III paint
programs — terrific
Several desktop publisher news
programs

Coco-N
sletter
O=49;

MV Canvas paint program - close to
Coco-Maz and Col-Max III

Jindow Writer word procfformatter
{ ASTI text ondy)
Ui MusE-I1I MIDI music notation ed
to “frslavz:-“ uging' 'virtual
Temory’’ 1o store 256K
worth of music score
=IBBS, H;?—BBM and lots of other BBS

&Y systems

‘15"

Commercial and PD replacements for
GShell

Dynamite PD modem/terminal pro-
grams

Great PD utilities and picture viewers
and games
{ Apologies for anvthing I left out
Qr WHAT ABOUT D
GRADES? ARE PRICES GOING U
OR DOWN?
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A: Current prices for 512K upgrades
from third partys is $30-390. We also

have a 1 Meg (yes!) upgrade for abﬁu*
$=UJpus 1e price of a 512K job, And
PC-ype keyboard adapters for $100-.
And 3rd-party MultiPaks.

Q' ANYTHING ARBOUT HARD
DRIVES?

A I guess vou haven’t been around for
a whﬂc‘ Everybody who is anybody now
has a HD on their CoCo. From what |

can tell the most cornmon configura-
tions are:

o Burke&Burke XT interface with
MFPFM drive

o Some kind of SCSI arrangement
{there are severa})

© The “Eliminator” super controller

Q: I HAVN'T SEEN A RAINBOW
MAGAZINE IN 2 YEARS., A SUEB-
SCRIPTION COST 870

| £ umx,, but;. t}
i and
Slnce r'alson al o pu
Tandv PC-Cloner's lag, it 5 &
time till Lonnie Falk feilows Tand}r o
the peint of phasing out Coco support

.[I-C’.t ey
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ALSG: No RainbowFest this October,
but uzers are already ginning up their

v Fest for Atlanta.
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working on a full-book
and thus people who
worthwhile project.
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Chves, vest e:';l vIBMre-introduced the
BT Jr, er, excuze me, the PE/1. Basically
a Tandy 1000 at IBM prices sold thru
Sears
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i ") Put the “Gshell" program in vour
MDS dir. Also put the “contrel”

gram there. I vou want/have spaac

include the others.

2)makea directory /JAdd/CMDE/ICONS,

and put all of your icons in that direc-

1 [ o

i tory. Make sure they have exec attrib-

| utes|

i 43 Copy the “env.iile' to the Y5 direc-
tory.

&) Edit the env file:

If vou have 512k, Tincomment the
Hne RAM=5132 andcommentout
or delete the line RAM=128

If you have a Hi-res mouse adapter,

} change "PTRRES" to be 1,
I &) Now vou're all set!

Just include any programs you want to
| run in the CMDS dir, put the AIF files
| on a disk somewhere, and type the fol-
| lowing;:

control -e

gshell
The first line can be included in vour
startup file, it prompts the “control”
program to read vour env.file and set the
moeuse resolution, default palettes, ete.
The second line starts the gshell pro-
gram, from which you can run pro-
grams. Just click on a disk drive to
“open’ that disk, and have fun!

o C?nu:: vou get further into it, vou'll want
to start installing some of the patches
floating around to correct bugs in
WindInt and GShell. In particular,
there are patches to fiz two potentially

| serious problems in GZShell: It can't
i handle directories with more than 255
' entries (only a problem if vou have a
| hard diseg, anc tede. Upif 1l taa
| file with a three-letter extension and no
| matching AIF file. This second one iz

onevoumightruninte. Tne *Iches are

fairly easy to install.




If vouhavea 512K CoCothen you proba-
blyzelect the 80224 screen option viathe
VIEW menu every time yvou start using
Multi-Vue, Wouldn'titbeniceif Multi-
Vue would default to the 80 column
screen? Thesolutionisasimple patch to
leation 3547 which contains thf: win-
dow type of the initial screen. Possibls
values are:

[
O
i

40 columns, 4 colors)
0 '*slumnu. 4 colors}

! columns, 16 colors)
{This 1 mt'iﬂi'“t.; in ths file
,gsh::ll.n‘xou.-s.uog which is distributed
with the 1.24a patches.)
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You can change the byte using OS9%'s
DEBUG or a Disk Editor or, bt-.st of all,
M@DPATCH utility,

Use EDIT or your favorite text editer to
create the following script file:

1 gshell
c 354767

A%

Load GSHELL into memory and then
enter: “MODPATCH  <seriptfile>”

That’s 1! ;

{Boot List Order Bug)mamni-
1 many wavs, but it really |
ith the Disto 8 u;Le::peHaL v
when using the CC3Disk.irg driver.
Usgually the problem iz caused by the
position of the floppy drive descriptors

in the boot-list. It doesn't take
much....just a few byvtes in position ei-
ther way makes a big difference.

One solution is to make sure that all of
vour drive descriptors and the first or
last half of CC3Disk (forgot which half]}
fall whithin the same RE block in the
svetern map or yvou WILL have trouble.

The BLOB problem can also exist with
the Radio Shack disk controller. Your
disk controller may not be fully decoded
{mine wasn’t) v»hlch causes all sorts of
wizrd errors to occur when the hard
driver interface tried to duks itout with
the floppy controller for address space.
Youneed todecode the SCSlinefor 1.1
{old larger contrellers but not 1.0 which
has problc-ms of it's own) controllers,

Get 2diodes and a 1K ohm resistor, Cut
the trace 501n"' to pin 36 (SCS). Tie one
diode zoing from one side of the cut to
thc other side. Tie the other one from
in 23 {address bit 4) to the same =side
{far side of the cut). Tie a resistor (1K)
from ground to the same place.
Radio Shack's Disk Controller (DECE
1.1) hardware “hack’":

— s Ty 24
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: Level-11 RRM thc- source for-
If vou lknow a

o con ource manually,
c, if P%C&l 5&:’11&.‘1‘&1’63 “neatly organ-
source, it shouldn't be hard to
a quickie program to do the con-
Vers:iori au to~ma»'"1 cally, The actual pro-

4 M

write

oram co hf':uld need no change, just
nasd to } iange the program directives
which mark thr: beginfend of program,
and be g nfend of data, and make some
minor changes to the way data is de-:
clared,
Raszicaily, to do ths conversion, you
must:

yChangethe “mod’ statementintothe

TTESPO n%m” “peect’ gtatement.
23 ot vid of Yemod”
3 Put the data declarations intoc a
“vsect' section
43 Put "endsect” statementsin theright
places
5y make sure your labels have the same
case... RMA IS case-sensitive,
I"'s:r:e probably forgotten something

{haven't use ASM in vears), but this

should get you started.

mat of an RMA

Include svstem
defs file.

ompile dlrcctlv

shouldn't betco |

"

* The “psect’’ directive replaces the

* mod’ statement.
* The "mod’ statement also contains
P

the data size, and the address of the
* program name, both of which are
“unneceszary for RMA/Rlink.
peect ... Start of Uprogram’’ section.
Tegect Start of Vwardable' section.
* Data here, Unlike ASM, use %' to
* refer to the current data lecation,
* rather than .
* ASM progs must zet a label {often
“edata) to 1ndn ate the data size,
* and include this label in the “mod”
* statement.
* RMA/Rlink doesn’t need this

endsect End of “variable' section
* Programn code goes here
*AEM's ”e:mnd“ statement is unnecss-
* sary, as is the label used in the "mod"
* statement to indicate the size of the
* code,

endsect End of “program’ section.

-—-Tim Econce—-

I've had succes converting ASM source
1o RMA following similar steps to those
just mentioned bv Tim. Since I don't
have ASM thishas been necessary touse

| programs like those in the Complete
i Rainbow Guide to OS8%. One thing 1

noted {and this iz a totally uninform xc‘d
observation)}is that RN IA ulhin tlike the
QRG statem c-nts in the ASM source or
references to * and . {such as ORG ¥ or

right. ( m—:geﬁ are thc st‘. ments fz:»unci
near the end of the ASMsour
a’ztc-r varlablc dt‘Clal'a’flUilb

h«‘ R
m

zine about R\In. :—\I:m A and CONvErsic



between the two earlier this year that
really helped me understand the things
[wasblindlytrying out. Youmight want
to check them out. (I forget which is-
SUes.)

s

—-Jonathan M, Beach-—

EC-tvne case:

Lemme see. I looked thru the June
computer shopper trying to find an
example of PC {vpe case the MM/1 will

be packaged in. Check out Computer
Products Corp's ad about page 25..5ee
the low-profile cage? Looks kind of like
this:

= Kayboard Connector

Dimensions: 4'" high, 18" deep

Mighteven beable tofita 3.5"HD under
the FDis in the middle. Not sure. I
assume the power supply has a fan, and
puts out mavbe 75 watts (7). You don't
nesd much since the cpu stuff is all
CMOS, Ch. From the top it looks like
this (smaller scale):

— Porta —l

T
Suppls g

51747
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Video:

Alzo voumight beinterssted in a Video
(VHS) that is being made about the
MDM/1. They were down here vesterday
to meet Dan Robins and start filming.
Since Irefused toletmy MM/l cutof mv
house {when I'm hers) <grin>, thev'll
hafta film that part later this sweek
gometime. Don't no if viewing it on TV
will do it justice. Although seeing gf=
drawn at 5 to 6 times (at least) the speed
of a CoCo will mean something.

Eevin Pease makes me jealous of his
68030 prototype of the MM/1 which is
25-30timesasfastasa CoCo. Whattakes
a minute to draw on a coco takes him 2
seconds.

The windows arestill pretty primitive at
this stage, but work is moving along
nicely, now that much of the core rou-
tines are done (cwarea, circle, lines, ete).
Just added 90x60screenslastnight. Talk
about tiny chars! But read-able to my
surprise on a CM-8. Going to try 120260
(628 font) tonight.

—Kevin Darling-—

Anvtime you want a program executed
in thestartup procedurefile, or anvy type
of batch or script-file, to obtain input
from the keybeard youn must re-direct
theinputpath properlv. Forexample, to
set the time in startup vou do a:

zetime </1

This is because during the exzecution of
the startup procedure file standard in-
putis the procedure file itself. /1 is stan-



dard cutour % ni.ch iz the device speci-
fizd in your nit medule. Initialivitis/
TERM, but most people T've talked to
have patched thatto fAWor AWVl orsome
other Ao,
You may recall the II{:‘:E\ TEWORE ar-
ticle in Aprils News whers a
Nenuing scriprfile f:;r D_'«me:f:.aia: e~
guiraed redirection of the input path,
otherwize Dynacale would crash
evervtime vou prassed the ESC kev,

chd /1

chx /difcmds

dynacale /1

display 1b 23 * clears screen

chd /0

chz /d0fcmds=

mainmenu * emecute and

* dizplay main
* menu

Yes, there will be the First Annual At-
lanta Coco {and ©O=59) Fest! Cctober 6
and 7, &aturdav and Sundav... clock
times not exactly zat vet. Dave Myerz of
CoCePRO! Products is ﬁ@aﬁng the
event with The Atlanta Computer Soci- |

CoCo Club, The TC
st of cs*i“h&*' soft-
,ac s mll be in atien-

=ty, Inc. as hosting ¢
MM and
fa‘re/hard WATE U

a hes

1 a

Dave v
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vou })L“}Ic’d on
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zoon sale... also his mailing address and

BBS number.

Look for mors info and
advertisementsin upcoming Rainbows,
CoCo Clipboards, MOTD, O3K'e
BES's, the international COL ancl

T L S - .
Y Fido nats,

HEY! The heck with Aflania, what
glbout the CGrear Facific Northwer 7

Flaps are in the works for our varv own
Colp Festival fo be hald in the greater
Seattle area this Fall-Winter, Updates

sr~17 F F e
uilf be posted here.

Beasides, I can't speak Alabamian any
way, no ow!

FAR POINT {Seattle, WA} [Fido-Net]
(206} 285-8335 Level Il Q53 BBS
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