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Bhere we siand on the MM/}
by Pau! lWard

To help keep you up te date, here ic 2 file that
tells you: what we are trying ‘o accomplish,
ghat we are ac omplishing, and what we have done
to improve the MM/T and IMS.

IMS, Inc. was creaied to bring you the MH/1 and
affordable 03K software. The MM/T was and is a
group project thought wp by ihis community.
Many of you contributed ideas, and vyou still
have a vital role {0 play by actively
participating in providing consiructiive feedback
to Interactive Media Systems, Imc. All inpul is
tonsidered and appreciated.

Before we gel siaried, lel's evaluate where the

MM/1 is now.

First, the twe board kit is still being sold.
The price has been raised to $375, so the $875
special price is now over. Also, our case price
has been raised from $19¢ tc %125 With the kit
comes  wiih  some additiomal free software,

enhanced windowing sofiware, new decuseniation
and with some technicai llterature.

Second, more technical literaiure i being
prepared thai will also provide specific ideas
on projects with the HN/1.

Third, feproved SCSI drivers are in bela test
that bring the M®/l's 505l  subsystem to
workstalion level speads -- 1.8 Hegabvtes per
second transfer rates on a Quanium Pro driv

Fourth, updaied hardware and software is
beginning fo be disiributed to developers.

Fifth, the MM/l kits are shipping. We had suse
delays after ihe Fest wiih a mask error Wesiern
Digital introduced into their SC3I host adapter
thip. Kits WITHOUT the I/0 board are shipping
now, and have been shipping for weeks. We should
have well over one hundred MM/1s in the field by
the end of July, and shipping will centinue
through fAugust until we are caught up.

The mask change of the SC8I hosi adapter chip
was introduced only in later models by Western
Digital. Three hundred chips froe an older mask
have been reserved for INS. These are being
tested this week. An update will be available
soon on this informaiion service, or at 202-232-
4246 between the hours of 2 pm and 5 pa, Monday

August 1991

through Friday. (We will be closed July 4 in
honor of Indepandence Dav.)

Goai! Solve the 3zftwars/Hardvare Paradox

You can‘t have software that i
uniess the software vendors have rg i
te sell to. Yet you won't buy 2 conpuze uniess
t has good sofivare.

Thic dile=ma has bheen stated iIn this and other
forurs as the biggest challenge facing any
cospany offering an upgrade to the Color
Computer.

INS 1s the oniy company tfo have taken this
thallenge head on. We started tackiing this
proplem  as iong as twe years ago. Mo other
conp pany has been as aciive for as fang in
creating this new 05K market.

Cur first step was to map out amethods for
creating quality software guickly.  Teo aajor
psrtions of that step are dome. The HM/1
supports a  windowing  sysiea  sirikingly
compatible with Color Compuier 05-% windows. And
the MM/l supports a C graphics library that
allows the easy perting of MultiVue baced
software {c¢ the MM/1.  Diher steps are in piace
now, and new sofiware will stari pouring im for
the #M/1 by Christmas -- without a loi of effort
from developersi

Yith new scftware avaiiabie for the HM/1, now
ucers have confidente to purchase it.  The
coftware developed on the MM/1 sometimes will
work on the generic 05-9/538e9 plaiforms coffered
by othere inciuding Peripheral Technologies,
adpole,  BESPAC, Mizar, GIMIX, and others.
Sometimes MM/1 software will JU! work on ihese
platforms. Sofiware will NOT work on other 03K
platfores when a developer take advaniage of the
BM/1's  Sun{ts)  workstation-siyle toler
architecture, or when a developer's applization
depends on the variable sampling rate of our
built-in sound.

It is up to the developers to make their product

work on other 0SK computer systeas. These
developers will make changes to their product
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Cheques made payable to NATIONAL 059 USERGROUP please.

QLo 4199

NATIONAL 089 USER GROUP
¢/o Bordon BENTZEN
8 ODIN STREET,

SUNNYBANK
AUSTRALIA



