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i 5
scarze pesplza. If we just had the magazine we mignt gz in
taunle, Since we have other products, subscribers and athers 25-1172 PFS:Professional Write
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25-1174 Varsity SCRIPSIT
90-0431 Dac Easy Accounting
25-1184 Microsoft Works
25-1146 Quartet

90-3169 Dac Bonus Pack
25-1163 Microsoft Multiplan
90-3234 PFS:First Publisher
25-4110 PageMaker

90-3080 PFS:First Choice
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MS-DOS HOME & EDUCATION

25-1304 The Print Shop

25-1311 Partyware

25-1186 FUNdamentals HX, TX

25-1151 Where/World is Carmen Sandiego
25-1216 Talking Reader Rabbit

25-1188 Typing Tutor IV

25-1218 Math Rabbit

25-1159 Managing Your Money

25-1161 Homeword Plus

90-3103 Quicken
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The "5809 ZXFRESS" is the offic:al montnly puplization oF
ene PENN-JSRSSY GCOLOR COMPUTER CUlBE. The clus 13 basec 1in
the grmater Lesnign VYalley arwa o+ Northeastern Fennsyvlvania
inciuding wectionw OFf NorIiwest New Jersey. Any zlud or

Acn—profit organization may reprint any Dart of the
newsletter as long as crecit is Siven. P3ICCT will glaaly

exznange Newsl=tiers with any Sther comoutsr cluB. For any
wrici®n corresccnoence  send your recues: =2 EDITOR, o8C%9
EXFRZZS. Fenn-Jersey Color Coaputar Clun. F.D. Bex =782,
Lenign Valley, Pa. 18001.
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A Computer in Your Home

Why you may want one...

Research has proven time and time again that
the first and most influential teachers in a child’s
educational experience are his or her parents. The
more time and attention parents give toreadingin
the home, the better area child’slanguage skillsin
school.

In a home where the parents are interested in
and comfortable with computers, their children’s
interest level in computers may also be greater.

“For children who have access to computers at
school, a computer in the home allows them to
continue their computer learning outside of the
classroom. :

Not only does a computer in the home supple-
ment the work your child is doing in school, but it
also opens up whole new avenues of subjects not
explored in school. Your child can explore sub-
jects suchasastronomy, weather, musiccomposi-
tion, animation, and much more. Plus, a com-
puter can become an educational, creative, pro-
duclive, and entertaining outlet for the entire
family.

No two children are the same — they learn at
different ratesand indifferentstyles. For children
who are faster learners, a computer in the home
offers them the opportunity to work ahead,

—ewhigh minimizes boredom. For chi dren who
~ncod.a certain subject presentegh m8F
“fcpeatedly or with 2 lot of struct¥r@ ar dircc-
__tioff®a computer in the home can Igeﬁomi a pri-
: w.vamutor and help your child kecp dp.
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Another important feature of the computer is
itsinfinite patience. By presenting exampleafter
example, it allows children to

workat theirown pace. For chil- =

dren who sometimes feel frus-
trated with the demands of
schoolwork, a computer can
give them a sense of confidence
and independence by letting
them take charge of their own
learning.

How you can get one...

With so many computers on the market today,
prices have dropped significantly. At the same
time, their capabilities have increased dramati-
cally. In fact, there is a computer for just about
every lifestyle and every budget.

If you're having trouble trying to figure out
how a computer could fitinto your budget, here
are a few tips:

«Feel comfortable. There’s no rush; just take
your time. Talk to teachers. Talk to your fricnds.
Visit a number of computer stores. Most im-
portantly, involve your children.

+Try out a computer. A few schools even lend
computers for short periods. Such a program
gives a family the opportunity to try computing
at home.

«Read all you can. There are plenty of books
" and magazines on the market that give reviews

and compare the various computers. Read as

many of them as you can. +

+Shop around..for hardware, software, and
service. Check and compare features and prices.
Although it would be nice to have the same com-
puter athomethat your childrenusein school, it's
not always necessary.

What's most important is that the software that
best suits your family’s needs is
available for the computer sys-
tem that you buy. A computer
without software is like a car
without gas. Although there is
an enormous amount of soft-
ware available for the principal
families of computers, all soft-
ware is not written for all ma-
chines. Make sure the software
you want to use runs on the
machine you intend to buy.

It's important to feel comfort-
able about where you buy your computer too.
Find outif your salesperson will provide training
and service. You'll also want to be able to come
back for advice as your needs change. A repu-
table store should accomodate you. a

eFind out about financing. Many computer
stores, department stores, and computer compa-
nies have attractive financing programs.

» Check with your tax advisor. If youareable to
use your computer for business, all or a portionof
the expense may be tax deductible.

eTalk to your child’s teacher or to your em-
ployer. Many schools and even some work
places have programs that allow you to purchase
computerequipment through thematdiscounted
prices.

Reprint from "Everything You Need to Know
About Computer Learning,"” Software
Publishers, Assoc., 1987
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25-1156
25 11¢
25-1183
25-1150
25-1182
25-1219
25-1137
25-1191
25-1196
25-1125

King's Quest III
Marhle Madness

Thexder

Space Quest

Earl Weaver Baseball

Gunship

Star Flight

Worid Tour Golf

Chuck Yaeger's Adv. Flt. Trainer
F-15 Strike Eagle
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COLOR COMPUTER'S BEST

26-3046
26-3085
26-3272
26-3109
26-3083
26-3072
26-3273
26-3242
26-3288
26-3201

Downland (ROM)

Color Baseball (ROM)

Sub Battle Simulator (Disk)
Color SCRIPSIT II (ROM)
Dungeons of Daggorath (ROM)
Thexder (ROM)

Home Publisher (Disk)

Flight Simulator II (Disk)
One on One (Disk)

Color Math (Tape)
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RAM PRICING

As you may have seen or heard, Radio
Shack has increased the prices of RAM
upgrades. The reason is a severe shortage of
chips in the industry, which has caused tremen-
dous increases in the prices of chips to equip-
ment manufacturers and distributors.

One of the first companies to raise
prices issued a press release saying their cost

on RAM chips had increased from 100 to 300
percent! The result was an increase of 10 to
15% in the price of their computers, and sub-
stantially more on RAM upgrade options.

As I have suggested in the past, Tandy
and Radio Shack have worldwide parts sourcing
capability which should minimize the effect of
increases on our prices. And in this case -
believe it or not - that happened. We have not
raised the prices of our computers, only the
upgrade kits. We had many cases of people
buying RAM upgrade kits from us for use in
other brands of computer, since our prices had
become about the lowest around. We actually
had been approached by at least one firm who
wanted to buy RAM chips in 6-digit quantities!

I can't promise you that computer prices
are immune to this type of cost fluctuation, but
as of this writing, we‘ve held the line.

My media contacts are beginning to tell
me that Korean sources are about to "flood the
market” with RAM chips at considerably reduced
prices. Before this becomes a cure-all (if it
happens), the industry will have to-be sure the
quality is good.

During my ten years in the PC industry,
I've watched RAM prices approximate a sine wave
curve. Shortages cause prices to rise. Ven-
dors see an opp ity to increase production__
and take ad the higher prices _theye-
can charge. ‘{= ;ﬁdﬁ ction meets, then .exceeds™
demand, and fall again. _When they=fall
far enough, v dor,; dec.lde theres no profzmm
them, and curtail-production. When~the supply™
dwindles, we're back to shortages again.
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