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INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING THE HOWARD SLOT-PAK II 

Th.lnk \IOU for purchasing the HOWARD MEDICAL COMPU_TERS SLOT-Pt.K II. It was. de,ign•d 
to give c.;ou more enjo~ment and e><pandability with yout Coco 1. 2. or 3. The SLOT-PAK II 
~llowi the use of up to 3 plug-in cartridges at one time. tt will NOT, however, vllow thw 
ust of gime ROM-PAKS. It will allow th1 ust of a Floppy Did.: controller, 1 Hard Disk 
controller. And ~ S1r11l Port pak, for instanc•» or almost ony combination of ,voilablt 
h1rdw1re. 

OPERATION: 

The slot: .1re numbtred. beginning closest to the compubr, as :sloti 1, 2, and K Slot5 1 
and 2 are iwitcha~1e throl)gh software b\l PO):ES or through machine languige programming. 
Slots 1 and 2 ahio respond correctllJ when called 3 and 4. so. softwar" wl'"itten for the 
discontinued Tandy Multi-Pak (such as th& Howard Medical Compuhrs HARD Ot"ive)> wi.11 
operate correctly with the Floppy controlter plugged into slot 2 (1ns;ta.1d of 4) and the 
Hard Drive controll~r plugged into slot 1 (instead of 3). This luves slot X iv.ii l.abb for a 
Speech cArtrid~e. SeriA1 Pak. or an~ diYice that doii not require slot iWltOhing 
(iolf-dec:oding). The FlopplJ Oiik controller (if u:sed) iho1.1ld .1lwa14s be plugged into slot 2. 
Slots 1 and 2 Cin also be u~ed for self-decoding Pats. The interrupt input line to the Coco 
b nev•r 5witoh~d. but all inputs car• connected to the Coco .t ,111 times. This insuru th11t 
interrupts from •n~ 1,ouroe wil 1 be r•co;n1zed. This mit.ns tnat interrupt driven Paks, lik1 
th, RS232 Pit. c&n b• plaoed 1n any slo~ and wi 11 work properly. 

SLOT SWITCHINO: 

Slot 5witchino through BASIC 1s sitnple to do using POKES. Howevu·. when using a Cooo 
or 2, changing th~ ~om select lin, when running Disk: Basic will cau.a th11 computer to 

crash, ~inct b~io is conhined in the Rom in ,lot 2. For this reuor, th• Flopp1i1 controll11r 
should always be plug9"d into slot 2, ili this slot is .utomatic~lly selected on power up. 
The )lot switohing memory location is 65407 or lff7f in hexadecirn.1. To select slot on•, 
simply PO(E 6S.;07,0. To select slot 2 PO([ 654Q7,17. These pokH change both the Rom 
select line ~nd th~ t/0 sel11ct line. To switch the line. npar.uty remember th;,t for I/0 
slot 1 ii O and slot 2 is 1. •nd for Rom select 1lot 1 ii O and slot 2 ti tG Th•n ~imply 
add the two numbers together and poke that number in to the ilot switch. For instance to 
ul;ct I/0 on slot 1 and Rom on slot 2 un O for the l/0 and 16 for th11 Rom. POKE 
G:l407,16. To read the alot selected UH the PEE.: oommand. But. sincq not all the ~v.ihbla 
d.t. line 4re u:sed, 'dOU must ANO the ntSlllt with 17 to obhin a tru• rudinCjJ. PRINT PEE( 
(6~.;07) AND 17. Tht rosultin; numbtr can bi used with the 1r1forn14tion 1bo11• to find 
which jlot i:s :scl•ct.c! for I/0 And Rom 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING THE HOWARD SLOT-PAK II continued 

® 

12 VOLT POWER: 

If .ny of the Paks pluoged into the SLOT-PAS: II require +12 volt.s., .ind you are not 
u!ting it Coco 1 which 5upplies this volbge. "ou will nHd t.he plug in AC Adapter AC-9 
from Howard Mttdicil Computers to suppl\! it. The adapttr simplli plugi into the jack on the 
SLOT-PA.: 11 and into &ny hand\, will outl•t (or your power strip). Othar m•thods of 
obtaini~ +12 volti are pos~ible (such as tapping th& volta;• from a disk driv1 or building 
Tony DiStef ano•s 12 supply into the Coco as written tn the Rainbow). BUT, ainee these 
methods are highl'J dependent an tht owntn 1k:i1l, We DO NOT r1cammend or encourage their 
ust. So. procHd at yQur own ri,k a, their un will invalidate you ... Ho_~,,..~ .Q.uarantu. 

PLEASE NOTE: When powering up your system with a 12 volt Pak installed, some 
problems may occur {left-shifted characters, drives running , etc.). 
This is normal and will not harm your system. Should this occur, 
simply hit the RESET button and the system will return to normal. 

Howard Medical Company 
Box2 
Chicago, fflinois 60690 

FAX 312-278-9513 
Telex 984691 
Easytink 629-69180 
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